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INTRODUCTION. 

The  report  for  the  year  1948  contains  statistics  and  other  material 
for  comparison  with  other  areas  or  with  the  country  as  a whole.  It 
includes  as  well  suggestions  and  recommendations  for  the  improvement 
of  existing  conditions. 

The  three  Urban  Districts  which  are  considered  in  the  report 
are  similar  in  character  as  they  are  situated  beside  the  estuary  of  the 
River  Dee,  grouped  about  nuclei  constituted  by  old  village  settlements. 
The  inhabitants  find  employment  in  the  neighbouring  Merseyside 
industrial  areas,  though  agriculture  and  fishing  are  pursued  by  some, 
and  other  local  industries  are  printing,  woodworking,  brickmaking  and 
laundering. 

The  population  of  the  combined  area  is  estimated  at  53,953 
occupying  a space  of  20,069  acres,  a density  of  some  2.7  persons  per 


acre. 
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HOYLAKE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  was  constituted  in  1889;  and  on  1st  April, 
1933,  the  Parishes  of  Caldy,  Frankby,  Greasby,  Grange  and  part  of 
Saughall  Massie  were  added. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  5,933 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1 948)  27,310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  7,600 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £282,835 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  £1,144 

The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural.  Fishing  is  still  pursued 
by  Hoylake  men,  and  other  occupations  are  laundry  and  domestic 
work,  wood-working,  printing  and  brickmaking. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1939 — 1948  in 
Hoylake  : — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000  of  Population. 

1939 

23,400 

4 

more 

deaths 

than 

births 

—0.2 

1940 

26,290 

15 

more 

deaths 

than 

births 

—0.6 

1941 

28,580 

63 

more 

deaths 

than  births 

—2.2 

1942 

28,080 

77 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.7 

1943 

26,340 

25 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.9 

1944 

25,100 

107 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.3 

1945 

24,770 

10 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.4 

1946 

26,080 

51 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 1.9 

1947 

26,280 

20 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.8 

1948 

27,310 

23 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+0.8 

5 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1948. 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  27,310,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

....  334 

170 

104 

Illegitimate 

19 

12 

7 

Totals 

....  353 

182 

171 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

....  12.9 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

...  17.9 

Birth  Rate  in  148  Smaller  Towns, 

England  and 

Wales 

(population  25,000 — 50,000) 

...  19.2 

Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

6 

3 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 



...  16.7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 
England  and  Wales  .... 

births  for 



...  23.1 

Deaths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

330 

154 

176 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ....  12.1 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  10.8 

Death  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and  Wales 

(population  25,000 — 50,000)  ...  ....  ....  ....  10.7 

The  Registrar  General  has  noi  supplied  a Comparability  Factor 
since  1940.  In  the  absence  of  such  a factor  it  is  not  possible  to  calculate 
a standard  Death  Rate  for  comparison  with  the  death  rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive 

sepsis  ....  ....  1 

Other  maternal  causes  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — 

Total 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

Totals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  34.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and 


Wales  (population  25,000 — 50,000) ....  ....  32.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ...  65 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ....  ....  ....  1 


2.8 

Nil 


Males  Females 
2 5 


19.8 

20.9 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1939 — 1948. 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1939 

320 

13.1 

1940 

336 

12.8 

1941 

388 

13.6 

1942 

318 

11.3 

1943 

367 

13.9 

1944 

324 

12.9 

1945 

323 

13.0 

1946 

347 

13.3 

1947 

397 

15.1 

1948 

330 

12.1 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1948. 


Number  of 


Age  Deaths 

Under  1 year  7 

1 year  and  under  2 1 

2 years  and  under  5 1 

5 years  and  under  15  1 

15  years  and  under  25  4 

25  years  and  under  35  2 

35  years  and  under  45  10 

45  years  and  under  55  19 

55  years  and  under  65  57 

65  years  and  under  75  91 

75  years  and  under  85  100 

85  years  and  over  37 

Total  330 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1939 — 1948. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  I year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births): — 


Year 

Hoylake 

England  and  Wales 

1939 

25.2 

50 

1940 

24.7 

55 

1941 

48.1 

59 

1942 

35.4 

49 

1943 

38.3 

49 

1944 

25.5 

46 

1945 

30.0 

46 

1946 

40.2 

43 

1947 

55.2 

41 

1948 

19.8 

34 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  the  148  Smaller  Towns  was  32  in 
1948. 


Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3  | 

weeks 

. CO 

T-s 

1 

CO  £ 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3 — 6 | 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

Congenital  Malforma- 
tion, Birth  Injuries  & 
Infantile  Diseases 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Violent  Causes 

Total 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

7 
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Causes  of  Death. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registiar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .... 

2.  Cerebro  spinal  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

1 

2 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis .... 

_ 



_ 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

4 

5 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

8 

11 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

5 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

23 

21 

44 

17.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

20 

25 

45 

19.  Heart  disease  .... 

44 

58 

102 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system.  .. 

9 

9 

18 

21.  Bronchitis 

9 

6 

15 

22.  Pneumonia 

8 

7 

15 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  .... 

3 

1 

4 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

1 

— 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

28.  Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis.  .. 

— 

1 

1 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  birth 

1 

4 

5 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth 
injuries,  infantile  diseases  .... 

33.  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

3 

3 

6 

36.  All  other  causes 

15 

13 

28 

TOTALS  .... 

154 

176 

330 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  are  given  on  page  2. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  laboratory  arrangements  which  have  been  in  force  for  some 
years  were  continued  until  July  5th,  1948.  Thereafter  investigations 
of  a Public  Health  nature  were  accepted  by  the  Birkenhead  and  Liver- 
pool Branches  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  Service,  while  a 
clinical  pathology  service  was  organised  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  the  Board’s  laboratories  at  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home, 
West  Kirby,  and  the  Clatterbridge  General  Hospital. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by 
County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  joint  ambulance  service  with  the  Wirral  Urban  District 
Council  remained  in  operation  until  July  5th,  1948,  when  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  became  the  ambulance  authority  for  this  area.  There 
has  been  a great  increase  in  the  demand  for  ambulance  and  hospital 
transport  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide  for  a considerable 
expansion  of  the  service  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  volume  of 
work.  The  Organiser  and  members  of  the  W.V.S.  Hospital  Car  Service 
have  given  much  valuable  help  during  a very  difficult  period  and  their 
work  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  Broomfield,  Meols 
Drive,  Hoylake  (Telephone,  Hoylake  2970). 

The  ambulance  calls  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Illness  Accidents  Maternity  Deaths 

199  34  3 4 


The  cost  of  the  joint  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1948 
is  stated  below  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Expenditure 

1,296 

19 

8 

Income 

513 

18 

10 

Rate  Charge — Hoylake  U.D. 

524 

6 

7 

Rate  Charge — Wirral  U.D. 

258 

14 

3 
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Home  Nursing. 

This  service  is  now  regulated  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
and  two  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  them  in  this  area.  The 
Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  District  Nursing  Association  has  decided  in 
addition  to  continue  independently.  The  Association  provides  two 
trained  nurses  for  work  about  the  district,  and  subscriptions  from 
charitable  persons  and  small  charges  for  services  rendered  serve  to 
support  the  organisation. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  County  Council’s  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  is  con- 
ducted at  8 Market  Street,  Hoylake,  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month 
at  3.15  p.m.  and  additional  clinics  are  arranged  when  required. 

The  following  clinics  are  also  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  : — 


Child  Welfare.  Place 

Each  Month 

Time. 

Hoylake — 8,  Market  Street 

Every  Thursday 

2-0  p.m 

West  Kirby — Parish  Hall,  West- 

bourne  Road 

every  Friday 

2-0  p.m. 

Greasby — Methodist  Church  Hall  Alternate  Wednesdays 

2-15  p.m. 

Ante-Natal. 

Heswall — British  Legion  Hall, 

Every  Tuesday 

and  Thursday  .... 

10  a.m 

(The  County  Health  Visitor 

is  in  attendance). 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 

Every  Wednesday 

and  Friday 

2-0  p.m 

School  Clinic. 

Hoylake — 8,  Market  Street  ....  Daily  (except  ....  9-0  a. m. 

Saturday  & Sunday)  to  11  a.m. 
(School  Medical  Officer  attends  every  Friday  at  10  a.m.) 

Dental  Treatment. 

There  are  no  organised  dental  clinics  at  present  in  the  Hoylake 
Urban  District.  The  work  is  carried  on  in  the  schools. 

The  following  specialist  clinics  are  provided  for  patients  residing 
in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District : — 


Ophthalmic. 

Hoylake — 8,  Market  Street 


Third  Saturday  9-30  a m. 
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Orthopaedic 

Each  Month 

Time 

Hoy  lake — 8,  Market  Street 

Last  Friday 

2-0  p.m. 

Physiotherapy. 

Hoylake — 8,  Market  Street 

...  Every  Wednesday  ... 
Last  Friday 

2-0  p.m. 
2-0  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Hoylake — 8,  Market  Street 

....  Every  Tuesday 

All  day. 

Every  Friday 

10-0  a.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Birkenhead— 42,  Hamilton  Square  Every  Tuesday 

and  Friday  ....  2-0  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases.  Males 

Birkenhead  General  Hospital  ....  Monday,  Wednesday  5-30  p.m. 

and  Friday  ....  to  7-0  p.m. 


Females 

Tuesday  5-30  p.m. 

to  7-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  and 

Friday  2-0  p.m. 

to  4-0  p.m. 
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Hospitals. 


The  hospitals  of  the  district,  both  voluntary  and  public,  in  common 
with  many  others  in  neighbouring  areas  have  passed  to  the  control 
of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Hoylake  is  in  the  area  of 
the  North  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee  which  ad- 
ministers the  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital.  This  has  an  authorised  bed  compliment  of  36.  It  is  staffed 
by  the  Practitioners  of  the  District  and  by  visiting  Consultants.  It  is 
equipped  for  major  surgical  work  and  has  a new  X-ray  Department. 
The  Ministry  of  Health  Hospital  Survey  of  the  Hospital  Services  of 
the  North  West  Area  mentions  this  hospital  in  very  favourable  terms. 

Other  hospitals  and  institutions  under  the  Board’s  management 
are  available  to  local  residents.  The  hospitals  at  Clatterbridge  still 
admit  a large  number  of  patients  from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the 
hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease 
is  situated  at  New  Ferry. 

The  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  which  has  not 
been  included  in  the  Regional  Hospital  Scheme  provides  a number  of 
beds  for  the  emergency  treatment  of  sick  children  from  this  locality. 
This  institution  has  excellent  equipment  and  is  staffed  by  visiting 
Practitioners  and  Consultants.  It  is  provided  with  a steam  disinfector. 


Mortuaries. 

The  Public  Mortuary  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  situated  in  Carr  Lane,  Hoylake.  Certain  improvements 
which  might  serve  the  convenience  of  those  responsible  for  conducting 
post  mortem  examinations  need  consideration,  but  these  must 
necessarily  be  deferred  for  the  present. 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Local  Acts  of  Parliament,  Orders  of 
the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the 
District  : — 


Private  Acts. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement  Act,  1897.  15th  July,  1897. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement  Act,  1900.  10th  July,  1900. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1925.  7th, 

August,  1925 

Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935.  2nd  August,  1935. 


Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 

Parts  II,  III  and  IV  1st  October,  1891. 

Part  V ....  11th  February,  1926. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892  ....  1st  January,  1894. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899  - 1923  - 1945.  15th  January 

1924. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1925  ....  ....  1st  March,  1926. 


Powers  under  the  following  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 


(Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Part  II.  Sections  18,  19,  20, 
Sections  28,  29 
Section  30 
Section  31 

Part  VI.  Sections  76,  77 
VII.  Sections  81,  85  .... 

X.  Section  95 
Section  94 


21,  22,  33.  15th  December,  1909. 
18th  August,  1921. 

10th  December,  1928. 

....  2nd  March,  1931. 

15th  December,  1909. 

....  29th  December,  1908. 

15th  December,  1909. 

....  20th  May,  1935. 
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Orders  of  the  County  Council. 

7th  November,  1889 — Constitution  of  a Local  Board  of  Health. 
(In  1895  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act  1894, 
the  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Local  Board  was  superseded  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby). 

3rd  December,  1914 — Alteration  of  the  boundaries  between  the 
Urban  District  and  the  Wirral  Rural  District  and  the  dividing  of  the 
Urban  District  into  four  wards. 

16th  March,  1933 — County  of  Chester  Review  Order,  1933, 
adding  the  Parishes  of  Caldy,  Frankby,  Grange,  Greasby  and  part  of 
Saughall  Massie,  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Council  from  15 
to  19  and  naming  the  combined  area  The  Urban  District  of  Hoylake. 

21st  January,  1937 — Membership  of  the  Urban  Council  increased 
from  19  to  20,  the  additional  member  being  assigned  to  Greasby 
Ward. 

22nd  May,  1937 — One  way  Traffic — part  of  Mill  Lane,  Greasby. 

1st  November,  1937 — One  way  Traffic — part  of  School  Lane, 
Hoylake. 

1st  September,  1938 — Hoylake  Closing  Order,  1938 — Shops  in 
which  the  sale  of  meat  (other  than  cooked  meat)  is  carried  on. 

5th  July,  1949 — Roads  (Traffic  Regulation)  Order,  1946  (No.  3). 

5th  July,  1949 — Roads  (Restriction)  Order,  1946  (No.  3). 


Urban  Council  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 


Seashore  ....  

1899 

•Pleasure  Boats  and  Vessels 

1923 

•Slaughter  Houses  .... 

1924 

Steam  Organs,  etc.  

Meols  Parade,  North  Parade  and  South 

1925 

Parade  (Sale  and  Hawking)  .... 

1927 

•Wireless  Installations 

1928 

Cemetery  Regulations,  Fees,  etc 

1929-1948 

Driving  Motor  Vehicles  on  the  Seashore 

1930 

West  Kirby  Foreshore  Regulations 

1931 

•Hackney  Carriages 

1931 

New  Streets  ....  

1936 

Newton  Common  Regulations 

1936 

Building 

1939 

Camping  Grounds  ....  

1949 

Pleasure  Grounds  ....  ....  

1948 

•Operative  in  the  former  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Urban  District 
area  only. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  District  receives  its  supply  partly  from  the  Council’s  own 
Waterworks  and  partly  from  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board.  The 
sources  of  supply  are  deep  wells  at  Grange  and  Newton  in  the  former 
case,  and  from  Prenton,  Hooton  and  Mouldsworth  in  the  latter.  In 
both  cases  the  supplies  are  controlled  by  quarterly  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated,  and  samples 
of  raw  water  and  of  water  going  into  supply  after  treatment  have  been 
examined.  All  those  investigated  during' the  year  have  proved  satis- 
factory. None  of  the  waters  supplied  in  the  area  has  a plumbo 
solvent  action,  and  the  analysts’  reports  have  revealed  no  evidence 
of  contamination  in  any  form. 

The  Council’s  supplies  have  a hardness  of  200  and  280,  expressed 
in  parts  per  million,  at  the  Newton  and  Grange  Works  respectively, 
and  185  at  the  Town  Main.  Softening  of  the  Council’s  supply  was 
continued.  Softening  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Supply  is  carried 
out  to  the  extent  indicated  below  : — 

Hardness  Hardness  after  Softening 

Source  Parts  per  million  Parts  per  million 

Hooton  ....  225  140 

Mouldsworth  ....  315  Softening  suspended 

Prenton...  ....  245  ,,  ,, 

With  the  exception  of  seven  houses  on  Hilbre,  one  house  at 
Saughall  Massie  and  a cottage  in  South  Ward,  public  main  supplies 
are  in  use  throughout  the  area  for  drinking  and  domestic  and  trade 
purposes.  The  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  has  an 
independent  supply  from  a borehole  300  feet  deep  at  the  Home. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  the  house,  ( b ) by  means 
of  stand  pipes  are  given  below  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  Population 

(a)  House  direct  ....  ....  7,568  27,198 

( b ) Standpipes 32  112 

Consumption. 

The  total  volume  of  water  pumped  from  the  Council’s  Water- 
works during  1948  was  358,000,000  gallons,  representing  a consumption 
of  44.6  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This  figure  includes  water  used 
for  trade  purposes. 

The  details  of  the  volume  supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  by 
the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  are  not  available,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  consumption  was  in  the  order  of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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The  following  are  copies  of  reports  on  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  the  supplies  : — 

Analyst’s  Report. 

WEST  CHESHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 

Hooton  Pumping  Station. 

Analysis  of  sample  of  water  received  on  9th  March,  1948,  from 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  labelled  Hooton  Pumping  Station — 
flamed  tap  in  softening  house.  Filtered,  softened  and  chlorinated. 
Taken  by  C.  Hardman.  Witness  T.  T.  Lunt.  Date  8/3/48.  11-30  a.m. 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance  Bright  with  a very  few  particles  of  mineral 

debris. 

Colour  Nil 

Reaction  pH Neutral  : 7.3 

Electric  Conductivity 

at  20  C 660 

Total  Solids,  180°C 440 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  84 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.0 

Hardness  : Permanent  0 

Temporary  140 

Total  140 

Metals  Iron  : less  than  0.03.  Other  metals  absent. 

Free  Ammonia  0.000  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 
4 hours  at  27°C  0.00 

Bacteriological  Results 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.  — 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°C.  3 

1 day  at  37°C 0 

2 days  at  37°C 0 


The  Bacillus  Coli  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bacillus  Welchii  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 

Report: 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  since 
it  contains  only  a few  particles  of  matter  in  suspension.  The  water 
is  neutral  in  reaction,  has  very  moderate  hardness,  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from  metals 
apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  consistent  with  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

{Signed)  GORDON  MILES,  B.Se.,  F.R.I.C. 


Odour Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  16 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium 
Carbonate  225 

Turbity  (Silica  Scale) — 
Less  than  5 

Nitrites — Less  than  0.01 
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Analyst’s  Report. 

WEST  CHESHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 


Mouldsworth  Pumping  Station. 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  9th  March,  1948,  from 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  labelled  Mouldsworth  Pumping  Station  — 
flamed  tap  in  softening  house.  Raw  water — before  chlorination. 
Softening  curtailed. 

Taken  by  C.  Hardman.  Witness  S.  Crawford.  Date  8/3/48.  Noon. 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance  Clear  and  bright. 

Colour Nil  Odour  Nil 

Reaction  pH  Neutral  : 7.5  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  9 

Electric  Conductivity  Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

at  20°C 1250  Carbonate 190 

Total  Solids,  180°C.  ....  830  Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)— 

Nil 


Chlorine  in  Chlorides ....  292 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ....  1.8  Nitrites lessthanO.Ol 

Hardness  : Permanent  125 

Temporary  190 

Total 315 

Metals  Iron  0.09  Other  metals  absent 

Free  Ammonia  0.000  Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000  ...  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 
4 hours  at  27°C 0.00 


Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.  — 

On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°C 0 

1 day  at  37°C 0 

2 days  at  37°C.  0 

The  Bacillus  Coli  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bacillus  Welchii  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 


Report: 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water 
is  very  hard  in  character  though  not  excessively  so,  and  has  a high, 
though  similarly,  not  excessive  content  of  salinity  or  mineral  con- 
stituents in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  whole- 
some water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

(Signed)  GORDON  MILES,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 

WEST  CHESHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 

Prenton  Pumping  Station. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  9th  March,  1948,  from 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  labelled  Prenton  Pumping  Station  — 
Flamed  tap  in  softening  house.  Raw  water — after  chlorination, 
softening  suspended. 


Taken  by  C.  Hat  dm  an. 

. W itness  W. 

Leyland.  Date  8 3 48.  3-10  p.m. 

Chemical 

Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance  

Bright,  with 
debris. 

a very  few  particles  of  mineral 

Colour 

Nil 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction  pH 

.Neutral  : 7.1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  20 

Electric  Conductivity 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

at  20°C 

. 570 

Carbonate  175 

Total  Solids,  180°C.  ... 

. 380 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) — 
less  than  5 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

71 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

3.0 

Nitrites less  than  0.01 

Hardness  : Permanent 

70 

Temporary 

175 

Total 

245 

Metals  

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  

0.000 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  — 

hours  at  27 °C 

0.00 

Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml.  — 
On  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°C.  1 

1 day  at  37°C 0 

2 days  at  37°C.  3 


The  Bacillus  Coli  ..  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 
Bacillus  Welchii  Present  in  — Absent  from  100  ml. 


(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes.) 

Report: 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The  water  is  hard 
in  character  but  not  unduly  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or 
mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  wholesome  water 
suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

(Signed)  GORDON  MILES,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.S. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 


Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  taken  on  7th  July,  1948,  from  well 
situate  at  Grange  Hill,  West  Kirby,  Cheshire. 


(a)  Physical  Examination. 

Temperature  at  source  .... 

Colour  

Appearance  

Taste  

Smell  

(b)  Chemical  Examination. 

Reaction,  pH 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  CO 
Ammon iacal  Nitrogen,  as  N 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N 
Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N 


10.5°C. 

None 

Clear  and  Bright 

None 

None 

Parts  per  million 
7.0 

15.2 
None 
None 
None 
5.8 

100 
180 
None 

115 

562 


Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Hardness  as  CaC03  by  potassium  palmitate — 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Permanganate  figure  (4  hours,  80°F.)  as  0 .... 

Alkalinity,  as  CaC03  

Total  Solids  


(c)  Mineral  Analysis. 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

Magnesium,  as  Mg. 

Sodium,  as  Na 

Carbonate,  as  C03 

Chloride,  as  Cl 

Sulphate,  as  S04.... 
Nitrate,  as  N03  .... 
Iron 


88 

14 

65 

69 

148 

52 

25 

.016 


(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  taken  on  7th  July,  1948,  from  well 
situate  in  Newton,  Wirral,  Cheshire. 


(a)  Physical  Examination. 

Temperature  at  source 

Colour  

Appearance  

Taste  

Smell  

( b ) Chemical  Examination. 

Reaction,  pH 


10.5°C. 

None 

Clear  and  Bright 

None 

None 

7.2 

Parts  per  million 
9.7 
None 
None 
None 
3.9 

133 
67 

None 
158 
294 

56 
14 
29 
102 
39 
23 
17 

.008 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  C02 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Hardness  as  CaC03  by  potassium  palmitate — 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Permanganate  figure  (4  hours,  80°F.)  as  0 

Alkalinity,  as  CaC03  

Total  Solids  

(c)  Mineral  Analysis. 

Calcium,  as  Ca 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 

Sodium,  as  Na 

Carbonate,  as  C03  

Chloride,  as  Cl 

Sulphate,  as  S04 

Nitrate,  as  NO,  

Iron 


(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
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COPY. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

City  Analyst’s  Department, 
City  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
Liverpool,  3. 


To  Dr.  J.  Hatton, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

Hoy  lake  Urban  District  Council. 

Report  on  a sample  of  Water  received  on  7th  July,  1948,  marked 
Hoylake  Water  Supply — Main  tap,  Town  Hall,  at  4 p.m.  7/7/48. 

Analytical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million: 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  .... 

423 

.6 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in  « 

r is 

l 3 

minutes 

hours 

None 

None 

Ammonia 

None 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter 

None 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

4.5 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

None 

Combined  chlorine 

108.0 

Temporary  hardness 

135 

Permanent  hardness  

50 

TOTAL  HARDNESS 

185 

Reaction  to  Litmus — neutral,  pH  value  7.2. 


Observations : 

The  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  odourless  and  was  free  from 
solid  matter  in  suspension.  The  water  organically  is  very  pure  and 
well  suited  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

City  Analyst. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  new  foul  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Carr  Lane 
and  Proctor  Road,  Hoylake,  and  the  construction  of  a new  surface 
water  sewer  in  Carpenters  Lane,  West  Kirby,  to  relieve  the  flooding 
there,  has  been  carried  out.  The  existing  foul  sewer  situated  in  the 
gardens  at  the  rear  of  properties  fronting  Gorse  Lane  has  been  ex- 
tended and  four  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  public  sewerage 
system  and  cesspools  demolished.  Four  other  houses,  in  addition 
to  these,  were  connected  to  the  main  drainage  system,  their  cesspools 
being  abolished. 

Some  lengths  of  sewers  have  been  relaid  and  maintenance  work 
on  the  existing  sewerage  system  has  been  carried  out  during  the 
past  year. 

The  sewage  outlet  on  the  Meols  outfall  sewer  is  always  in  danger 
of  being  covered  by  the  shifting  sandbanks  and  only  the  pressure 
exerted  by  the  Sewage  Pump  and  the  constant  building  up  of  the 
groyne  prevents  the  sandbanks  encroaching  further  inland. 

The  outlets  on  the  sewer  outfalls  at  Dee  Lane,  Sandy  Lane  and 
Caldy  are  now  below  existing  shore  level  and  are  constantly  receiving 
attention. 

A preliminary  layout  of  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  main  drainage  system  of  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Works  and  improvement  Committee  and 
work  is  now  progressing  on  the  scheme  for  submission  to  Council 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  coming  year.  It  is  found  that  the 
proposed  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  North  Wirral  Outfall 
Sewer  is  closely  linked  with  the  Hoylake  main  drainage  scheme  and 
negotiations  are  continuing  with  neighbouring  Authorities. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  piping  of  a length  of  ditch  adjoining  the  Council’s  Depot 
and  the  Carr  Lane  Housing  Estate  has  been  completed  and  work  is 
in  progress  on  the  piping  of  a length  of  the  ditch  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  railway  to  Elm  Grove,  Hoylake. 

The  new  Birket  and  Fender  Drainage  Board  propose  to  clean  out 
and  straighten  the  Birket,  Arrowe  and  Greasby  Brooks,  and  eventually 
intend  to  provide  major  works  for  the  relief  of  flooding  in  Ploylake, 
Wallasey  and  Birkenhead. 


26 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Thirty-eight  dwellings,  including  seventeen  which  are  occupied 
as  summer  dwellings  only,  are  provided  with  closets  other  than  water 
closets. 


Open  Spaces. 

The  District  has  some  225.5  acres  of  public  open  space. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  every  dwelling-house  each  week,  from  shops 
twice  each  week,  and  from  certain  other  premises  three  times  each 
week.  A bi-weekly  collection  is  also  made  from  schools  and  public 
institutions. 

Salvage  is  collected  from  householders  and  conveyed  by  trailers 
attached  to  the  freighters  to  the  Depot  in  Carr  Lane,  Hoylake. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  tipping  on  low  lying  land  at 
Grange,  where  approximately  one  acre  of  land  is  reclaimed  each  year. 

Statistics. 

Number  of  premises,  excluding  R.A.F.  Camp,  West 


Kirby,  from  which  refuse  was 

collected 

8,231 

Number  of  bins,  including  R.A.F.  Camp,  West  Kirby 

9,417 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  annum  .... 

8,045  tons 

Average  length  of  haul 

to  tip 

2£  miles 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  premises 

visited  .... 

£31 

Net  cost  of  collection 

and  disposal  per  1,000  bins 

collected 

£27 

Salvage 

Collected. 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qtrs. 

£ 

Paper  .... 

207 

18  2 

1,332 

Kitchen  Waste 

35 

10  2 

53 

Textiles 

11 

3 2 

210 

Metals 

19 

11  0 

63 

Bottles  and  Jars 

10 

14  0 

84 

Baled  Tins 

19 

16  0 

37 

Total 

304 

13  2 

£1,779 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

No 

Sei 

tices 

rved 

Rest 

Serv 

Nr 

fit  of 
ice  of 
tice 

Prosecutions 

Statutory  I 

Informal 

Complied 

With 

Outstanding 

Instituted 

Pending 

Dwelling  houses 

825 

233 

208 

25 

Dwelling  house  re-visits 

742 

85 

— 

76 

9 

— 

— 

Housing 

48 

— 

20 

20 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  re-visits 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Temporary  dwellings  ... 

186 

— 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Camping 

15 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Privies,  earth  closets  ... 

48 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cesspools 

70 

1 

10 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

327 

10 

71 

77 

4 

— 

— 

Ditches,  watercourses... 

26 

— 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  animals 

91 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers’  shops 

108 

1 

11 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Food  premises .... 

302 

— 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

47 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  .... 

23 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

171 

— 

15 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Farms  .... 

164 

— 

17 

16 

1 

— 

— 

Offices  .... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

91 

— 

18 

17 

1 

— 

— 

Schools 

49 

4 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Public  conveniences  ... 

30 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  premises 

50 

— 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Places  of  entertainment 

27 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  abatement 

20 

1 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Rat  infestations 

821 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  premises 

93 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

202 

— 

44 

40 

4 

— 

— 

Infectious  disease 

112 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfection 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scabies  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bins 

— 

— 









— 

Swimming  baths 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply  .... 

34 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream 

125 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Building  licences 

352 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Certificates  for  materials 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

149 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~! 

Totals 

5,460 

103 

541 

594  1 

50  | 

- ! 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 


Inspections. 


Premise® 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

47 

12 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

93 

103 

21 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

140 

115 

23 

— 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

12 

12 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S3)  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

6 

6 

Total 

30 

30 

— 

! 

— 

29 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

Three  laundries,  two  artificial  tooth  factories  and  a brickworks 
comprise  the  only  industrial  establishments  of  any  size  in  the  district, 
but,  by  virtue  of  the  use  of  mechanical  power,  bakehouses,  shoe  re- 
pairing establishments,  printers  and  various  other  small  businesses 
are  included  in  the  term  “ Factory.”  Workshops  also  are  subject 
to  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Licensed  Premises. 

Building  Licences  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Works 
authorising  the  complete  reconstruction  of  the  sanitary  accommodation 
at  two  Licensed  Premises,  and  so  enabled  notices  served  by  the  Council 
under  section  89  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  be  complied  with. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Twenty-three  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  the 
four  notices  served  all  being  complied  with.  Statutory  requirements 
in  respect  of  shop  hours,  provision  of  seats,  washing  facilities,  etc., 
are  within  the  jurisdication  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and  are 
operated  by  the  County  Weights  and  Measures  Department. 

Camping  Sites. 

Camping  is  controlled  through  the  medium  of  the  Hoylake 
Urban  District  Council  Act,  1935,  and  Byelaws  made  thereunder. 
Consent  of  the  Council,  as  provided  for  in  the  above  enactment,  was 
granted  in  one  case  to  the  use  of  land  for  camping  purposes  for  a period 
of  twelve  months.  The  number  of  temporary  and  movable  dwellings 
existing  on  various  sites,  exclusive  of  those  on  the  approved  camping 
site,  was  fifty-five  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  This  figure 
has  been  reduced  by  twelve  and,  in  addition,  three  of  those  used  for 
permanent  occupation  were  vacated  and  are  the  subjects  of  under- 
takings under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Two  more 
caravans  became  permanently  occupied,  making  the  current  figure 
forty-five. 

The  itinerant  van  dwellers  again  made  their  appearance  and,  in 
two  cases,  their  stay  has  been  more  protracted  than  ever  before. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  has  been  much  less  atmospheric  pollution  from  factory 
chimneys  than  for  some  years  past.  The  service  of  an  Abatement 
Notice  became  necessary  in  connection  with  a smoke  nuisance  at 
Hotel  premises  and  the  nuisance  was  abated  as  a result. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  two  open-air  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district, 
Hoylake  Baths  and  the  West  Kirby  Marine  Lake. 

Filtration  and  chlorination  plants  are  installed  at  the  former  and 
the  water  of  both  swimming  baths  is  subjected  to  periodical  bacterio- 
logical and  chemical  examination. 

Copies  of  reports  are  given  below. 
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COPY. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

City  Analyst’s  Department, 
City  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
Liverpool,  3. 


To  Dr.  J.  Hatton, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

Hoylake  Urban  District  Council. 


Report  on  a sample  of  water  received  on  8th  June,  1948,  marked 
Hoylake  Swimming  Pool  Deep  End  (10ft.). 


Analytical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million: 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 32,600.0 


Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 


{ 


15  minutes 
3 hours. ... 


Ammonia  expressed  as  N 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter  as  N 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  

Combined  chlorine 

The  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  odourless. 


0.17 

0.29 

0.25 

0.08 

0.41 

None 

16,150.0 


Observations : 

Reaction  to  Litmus — faintly  alkaline  pH  value  8.3. 

Free  Chlorine  0.2  parts  per  million. 

The  water  maintains  its  very  satisfactory  quality. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

City  Analyst. 
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COPY. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


City  Analyst’s  Department, 
City  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
Liverpool,  3. 


To  Dr.  J.  Hatton, 

Medic  a]  Officer  of  Health , 

Hoy  lake  Urban  District  Council. 


Report  on  a sample  of  water  received  on  8th  June,  1948,  marked 
West  Kirby  Swimming  Pool — 5ft.  Gins,  depth  from  diving  pier. 


Analytical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  milliom: 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 


Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 


{15  minutes 
3 hours  ... 


Ammonia  expressed  as  N 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter,  as  N. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  

Combined  chlorine 


32.720.0 

0.70 

1.33 

0.45 

0.38 

None 

traces 

16.125.0 


Observations : 

The  sample  was  very  faintly  turbid,  faintly  yellow  and  possessed 
a very  slight  fishy  odour.  It  contained  a heavy  trace  of  suspended 
matter  which  consisted  mainly  of  siliceous  matter  with  diatoms, 
infusoria,  hydrated  oxide  of  iron  and  larvae. 

Reaction  to  Litmus — very  faintly  alkaline. 
pH  value  7.9. 

The  results  of  analysis  are  typical  of  the  tidal  estuary.  The 
sample  contained  several  large  transparent  motile  organisms  about 
1 cm.  in  diameter  (possibly  a stage  in  the  life  cycle  of  the  sea-urchin) 
which  might  be  considered  objectionable  to  bathers. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 

City  Analyst. 
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(Signed)  D.  T.  ROBINSON, 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : — 

(a)  Council  houses  ....  ...  ....  1 

(. b ) Other  houses  ....  ....  ....  ...  5 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  : — 

( a ) Council  houses  ....  ...  ....  ....  ...  1 

(i b ) Other  houses  ....  ....  ...  5 


Method  employed  : — Spraying  with  D.D.T.  Insecticide. 


Schools. 

The  water  supply  to  all  schools  in  the  district  is  supplied  from 
the  Public  mains  and  all  are  provided  with  water  closets.  It  was 
reported  last  year  that  conditions  at  some  of  the  older  schools  were 
unsatisfactory  and  that  reports  w'ere  submitted  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  three  “aided”  schools.  Following  application 
by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  respective  schools  to  the  Education 
Authorities,  all  three  are  now  in  the  “controlled”  category  whereby 
the  County  Council  has  assumed  responsibility  for  school  buildings. 
Plans  have  been  prepared  and  estimates  approved  for  new  ranges 
of  conveniences,  fencing  and  surfacing  of  playgrounds,  improvement 
of  washing  facilities  and  other  matters,  but  work  has  not  been  com- 
menced to  date. 

The  service  of  a formal  notice  upon  the  School  Managers  was 
necessary  in  one  case  to  secure  abatement  of  a nuisance. 


Housing. 

Noteworthy  progress  of  the  Council’s  Housing  programme  was 
made  during  the  year  under  review  and  more  than  double  the  number 
of  permanent  homes  were  erected  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  new  houses  so  provided  w'ere  allocated  to  families  com- 
prising a total  of  o33  persons.  Forty-three  other  families  were  re- 
housed in  accommodation  secured  by  other  means.  Forty-nine 
cases  in  which  health  reasons  were  advanced  for  priority  were 
investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  additional  points 
were  awarded  in  14  cases. 


During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 
1948  

144 

5 

149 

Number  of  totally  destroyed  war 
damaged  houses  erected  in  1948 

— 

1 

1 

Number  of  flats  provided  in  1948  .... 

3 

62 

65 

Total 

147 

68 

215 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Local  Authority  had  57  houses  under 
erection  and  private  enterprise  6 units  of  accommodation  under 
construction.  The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  made  since 
the  1st  August,  1945,  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  authorised  the 
commencement  of  housing  programmes  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 
1st  August,  1945 

235 

120 

355 

Number  of  war  damaged  houses 
erected  since  1st  August,  1945 

— 

10 

10 

Number  of  flats  provided  since  1st 
August,  1945 

18 

192 

210 

Totals 

253 

322 

575 

It  is  intended  to  proceed  with  further  contracts  as  and  when 
Government  approval  can  be  obtained. 

The  Health  Department  has  continued  to  assist  in  the  inspection 
of  works  of  repair  and  maintenance  under  the  Civil  Building  Licensing 
Scheme,  and  during  the  year  855  licences  have  been  issued  to  a 
value  of  £56,213. 
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Representations. 

The  re-housing  of  families  from  dwellings  which  were  below 
standard  involved  consideration  of  the  future  user  of  such  dwellings 
and,  as  a result,  official  representations  under  the  Housing  Act  were 
made  in  respect  of  six  dwelling  houses  and  one  underground  room. 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  the  houses  demolished  in  three 
cases.  A Demolition  Order  made  in  one  instance  was  quashed 
by  the  County  Court  on  receipt  of  an  undertaking  “that  the  premises 
shall  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  the  Council,  being 
satisfied  that  the  premises  have  been  rendered  fit  for  the  purpose, 
cancel  the  undertaking.”  In  two  other  cases  similar  undertakings 
were  accepted.  The  underground  room  was  the  subject  of  a Closing 
Order.  Four  caravans  were  demolished  as  a result  of  informal 
action  and  seven  summer  dwellings  on  Council-owned  land  were 
dealt  with  under  the  terms  of  Agreements  made  with  the  Council, 
six  of  them  having  been  demolished  to  date.  One  house,  the  subject 
of  a Closing  Order  which  was  occupied  during  the  war  years  has 
been  vacated. 

Heron  Road  Camp. 

Two  huts  providing  accommodation  for  three  families  on  the  above 
site  became  unfit  for  habitation  and  were  demolished,  leaving  seventeen 
huts  still  occupied. 

Deterioration  of  the  Nissen  type  hut  is  progressively  rapid  with 
the  extension  of  the  normal  period  of  “ life  ” for  which  they  were 
designed  and  a great  amount  of  repair  work  is  necessary  to  maintain 
them  in  a reasonably  weatherproof  condition. 

Aged  Persons. 

One  aged  person,  found  to  be  living  in  insanitary  conditions  in  a 
Council  house,  who  was  incapable  of  looking  after  himself  properly, 
was  removed  to  hospital  as  a result  of  informal  action. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  twenty-four  cow-keepers  on  the  register,  twenty-one 
being  wholesale  purveyors  and  three  retail  purveyors  of  milk.  The 
designation  of  the  milk  produced  and  the  distribution  thereof  is 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Designation 

Number 

Milk  Re 

tailed 

Sent  for 
Pasteurisation 

Locally 

In 

Other 

Districts 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Accredited 

15 

9 

1 

5 

Ungraded 

8 

3 

2 

3 

Totals 

24 

13 

3 

8 

In-coming  milk,  derived  from  several  external  districts,  falls 


in  the  following  categories  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  ....  ....  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)....  ....  I 

Pasteurised  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Accredited  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Ungraded  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


Locally  produced  milk  now  forms  a small  proportion  only  of 
the  district’s  supply,  most  of  which  is  imported  from  other  areas, 
the  largest  individual  suppliers  being  four  pasteurising  establishments. 
Three  of  these  send  in  bottled  supplies  and  the  other  provides  whole- 
sale bulk  supplies  for  bottling  at  the  respective  dairies.  All  schools — 
eight  Primary,  two  Secondary  and  twelve  Private — are  supplied  with 
milk  of  this  grade  and  also  the  School  Feeding  Centre  at  Greasby. 
Milk  supplied  to  the  five  Institutions  admitting  children  is  as  follows  : — 

3 Pasteurised. 

1 Tuberculin  Tested. 

1 Accredited. 

The  process  of  acquisition  of  the  smaller  retail  Dairy  by  the 
larger  combines  has  continued,  two  more  Dairymen  having  sold  out 
during  the  year.  In  view  of  the  large  quantity  of  milk  from  the 
large  Pasteurising  Establishments  which  is  now  sold  in  the  area, 
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routine  monthly  sampling  of  their  supplies  for  phosphatase  test 
has  been  inaugurated.  Routine  sampling  of  other  milks  is  made  at 
quarterly  intervals. 

Since  April,  1948,  examination  of  samples  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Birkenhead.  All  ex- 
aminations are  carried  out  free  of  charge,  with  the  exception  of 
biological  examinations  for  tubercle,  where  the  milk  is  going  for 
pasteurisation.  The  Health  Committee,  in  deciding  on  the  ad- 
visability of  continuing  such  examinations,  undertook  to  bear  the 
cost  thereof.  The  new  service  has  worked  satisfactorily  and  the 
collection  of  samples  from  the  Office  by  van  has  saved  time  and  expense 
previously  necessitated  by  frequent  visits  to  the  Laboratory  in 
Birkenhead. 


Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  of  milk  supplies  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  biolo- 
gical examination  and  the  results  obtained  are  set  out  in  the  table  below: 


Designation 

Number 

of 

Samples 

B.  Coli 

Met 

lene 

hy- 

Blue 

Ph< 

phal 

)S- 

ase 

Tub 

Ba< 

ercle 

:illi 

TD 

<D 

(A 

(A 

Cd 

ID 

JD 

cd 

Uh 

ID 

(A 

(A 

cd 

Oh 

ID 

<v 

cd 

ID 
<U 
( A 
(A 

cd 

CU 

ID 

<D 

cd 

Uh 

V 

> 

C A 

0 

Oh 

<U 

> 

cd 

<D 

z 

Pasteurised  

48 

— 

— 

42 

6 

44 

4 

— 

1 

Accredited  

84 

56 

28 

69 

15 

— 

— 

5 

79 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

7 

4 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Ungraded 

54 

24 

30 

38 

16 

— 

— 

3 

51 

Totals 

197 

87 

62 

157 

40 

44 

4 

8 

142 

Of  the  eight  samples  found  positive  for  tubercle  three  were  from 
one  herd  and  two  from  another,  so  that  in  all  five  herds  were  affected. 


Three  cows  affected  were  traced  and  slaughtered,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  In  one  case  the 
affected  animal  was  not  traced,  but  subsequent  samples  proved 
negative. 

In  the  other  case  which  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
efforts  to  trace  the  affected  animal  are  not  complete  but,  in  the  interim, 
arrangements  have  been  made  following  representations  by  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  milk  to  be  pasteurised. 
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Failures  of  external  supplies  on  Methylene  Blue,  B.  Coli  and 
Phosphatase  tests  were  notified  to  the  district  of  origin. 

Local  failures  were  followed  by  special  visits  by  an  Inspector 
to  the  farms  concerned  and,  in  several  cases  where  Accredited  Milks 
were  involved,  joint  visits  were  made  with  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  Inspector.  Insufficient  attention  to  steam  sterilization  of 
utensils  was  the  cause  of  several  failures. 

There  are  seventeen  Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors  of  milk 
registered  in  the  district.  Licences  in  respect  of  Designated  Milk 
were  issued  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers’  Licences  ....  12 

Tuberculin  Tested  Supplementary  Licences  3 
Pasteurised  Supplementary  Licences  ....  ....  4 

Meat  Inspection. 

Deterioration  in  the  meat  distribution  service  to  retail  Butchers’ 
Shops  was  promptly  remedied,  following  representations  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Meat  which  was  found  on  routine  examination  at  local  Butchers’ 
Shops  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  returned  to  the  abattoir 
for  bulk  condemnation  and  salvage.  The  total  amount  of  meat  found 
to  be  unfit  for  consumption,  principally  by  reason  of  decomposition 
and  bone  taint,  amounted  to  2 cwts.  33  lbs. 

There  are  now  no  private  slaughterhouses,  either  licensed  or 
registered,  in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District.  Six  slaughtermen’s 
licences  were  issued. 

Food  Premises. 

Considerable  time  has  been  taken  up  by  visits  to  food  premises 
following  requests  by  retailers  for  the  issue  of  Surrender  Notes, 
which  are  the  pre-requisites  for  the  replacement  of  supplies  and  points 
by  the  Food  Control  Authorities. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  Food  Premises, 
other  than  Dairies  and  Ice  Cream  Premises  which  are  reported  on 
separately. 

All  plans  concerned  with  adaptation  or  alteration  of  premises 
as  Food  Premises  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Health  Department 
by  the  Surveyor  prior  to  their  being  considered  by  the  Town  Planning 
Committee  and  a good  liaison  exists  with  the  Food  Office  who  also 
refer  matters  concerning  Food  Premises  for  comment  prior  to  licensing. 
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1 lie  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  foods  surrendered  : — 


Article  Condemned 

Quantity 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Meat  .... 

257|  lbs. 

Taint.  Decomposition. 

Bacon 

32  lbs. 

[Arthritis 

Decomposition. 

Canned  Meat  and  Meat 
Products 

107  tins 

Blown  and  Decomposition 

Fish 

274  lbs. 

Decomposition 

Canned  Fish  and  Fish  Pastes 

96  tins 

Blown.  Perforation. 

Vegetables 

224  lbs. 

[Decomposition 

Decomposition 

Canned  Vegetables  .... 

269  tins 

Blown.  Perforation 

Fruit  .... 

1,542  tins 

Decomposition 

Canned  Fruit.... 

49  tins 

Blown.  Perforation 

Canned  Milk 

269  tins 

Blown.  Perforation 

Cereal  .... 

201  lbs. 

Infestation.  Contamination 

Eggs  

88  doz. 

Decomposition 

Dried  Eggs 

31  lbs. 

Decomposition 

Jams 

43  tins 

Blown.  Damaged 

Sweets 

22  lbs. 

Infestation.  Mould 

Disposal  was  carried  out  with  due  regard  to  the  salvage  aspect. 


Ice  Cream. 

Allocation  of  ingredients  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  are  made  by  the  Food  Authorities  to  fifteen  persons  who  were 
manufacturers  of  this  commodity  during  the  basic  year  1939.  Eight 
of  this  number  manufacture  ice  cream  at  premises  within  the  district, 
the  remainder  having  transferred  their  allocations  to  large  scale 
manufacturers;  they  receive  the  finished  article  in  return  and  so  are 
now  concerned  only  with  the  retail  side. 

Five  of  the  manufacturers  use  the  cold  mix  process  and  three 
the  hot  mix.  Two  shops  were  opened  as  Snack  and  Ice  Cream  Bars 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  such  premises  now  being  three. 
The  total  number  of  retailers  is  twenty-four. 
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Fifty-four  samples  were  submitted  to  the  methylene  blue  re- 


duction test  and  were  graded 

as  follows  : 

Grade  : 

Source  of  Supply: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Local  31 

10 

10 

3 

8 

External  23 

4 

6 

3 

10 

visits  by  Inspectors  to  premises,  following  unsatisfactory  grading, 
resulted  in  improvements.  Unsatisfactory  samples  from  external 
sources  were  referred  to  the  Health  Department  of  the  district  of  origin. 

Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1948. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

A.P.C.  Tablets  ... 

1 



Apple  Juice 

2 

— 

Almond  Oii 

1 

— 

Borax 

1 

— 

Blackcurrant  Cordial 

1 

— 

Cod  Roe  Spread 

1 

— 

Camphor  Ice 

1 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

Coffee  Extract  .... 

1 

— 

Cake  Mixture 

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil,  Malt  &P.F. 

1 

— 

Eye  Ointment 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts  & Tablets 

2 

— 

Fish  Paste 

2 

— 

Fruit  Sauce 

1 

— 

Ginger  Ground 

1 

— 

Glycerine  & Rose  Water 

1 

— 

Milk  

43 

8 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

Mock  Marzipan  Mixture 

1 

— 

Magnesia,  Cream  of 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil 

3 

— 

Pepper 

1 

— 

Parsley,  Dried  .... 

1 

— 

Semolina  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

— 

Salad  Oil 

1 

— 

Sweets 

2 

— 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 

— 

Thyme  .... 

1 

1 

Whiskey  Flavour 

1 

— 

Malted  Oatmeal 

1 

— 

Totals 

79 

9 
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Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1948. 


No. 

Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

865 

Milk 

6.6%  Deficient  in  fat 

Cautioned 

866 

» » 

10.0%  

1 » 

868 

» > 

13.3%  „ „ 

» > 

878 

» » 

6-6%  „ ,,  „ 

» > 

879 

» » 

13.3%  „ „ „ 

if 

899 

» » 

13.3%  „ „ „ 

>> 

900 

> > 

8.3%  „ „ „ 

» > 

130 

> J 

16.6%  „ „ „ 

J » 

972 

Thyme 

22  parts  per  million  of  Lead 

> » 

Shellfish. 

Shellfish  layings  are  located  on  the  Hoylake  Foreshore  at  Spencer’s 
Spit  (cockles),  adjoining  Hilbre  Island  (mussels),  and  a third  (cockles) 
has  recently  developed  below  Tanskey  Rocks  at  West  Kirby. 

By  an  amended  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  July, 
1944,  the  prescribed  area  from  which  the  taking  of  mussels  and  cockles 
is  prohibited  for  sale  for  human  consumption  is  delineated  as  “ The 
foreshore  of  the  River  Mersey  on  the  Cheshire  side  thereof  between 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  and  the  Red  Stones  at  Hoylake,  the  western 
limit  being  the  boundary  of  the  Customs  Port  of  Liverpool,  i.e.,  an 
imaginary  line  drawn  approximately  north-north-east  true  from 
Hilbre  Point  to  join  a line  drawn  from  Formby  Point  in  a true  north- 
north-westerly  direction  and  extending  to  a distance  of  three  miles 
from  low  water  mark  along  the  coast  within  the  aforesaid  limits.” 

The  responsible  Authority,  under  the  Public  Health  Shellfish 
Regulations,  1934,  is  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  This 
Order  has  reference  to  the  major  part  of  the  first  mentioned  laying 
only.  The  taking  of  shellfish  from  the  other  two,  which  comes  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chester  Port  Health  Authority,  is  not  the  sub- 
ject of  any  Order  made  under  the  Public  Health  Shellfish  Regulations, 
1934. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

As  from  1st  April,  11)48,  the  powers  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  were 
delegated  to  the  District  Council.  Re-imbursement  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  at  the  rate  of  50%  of  expenditure. 

One  Ratcatcher  is  employed.  Complaints  of  infestation  numbered 
103  and  these  were  successfully  dealt  with.  Routine  treatment  of 
Tips,  Allotment  Sites  and  other  Council-owned  properties  has  been 
carried  out. 

Test-baiting  of  sewer  manholes  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
district  gave  evidence  of  infestation  in  part  of  the  Greasby  area  where 
105  manholes  were  pre-baited  and  poison  baited.  Total  number  of 
manhole  inspections  was  as  follows 

Test  baiting  ....  ....  944 

Maintenance  Treatment  ....  420 

Scabies. 

No  cases  required  treatment  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

720  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  occurred 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  table  below,  and 
they  include  the  following  non-civilian  cases  : — 

Scarlet  fever  ....  ....  ....  200 

Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Cerebro  spinal  fever  ....  ...  4 

Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  prevalent  during  the  year,  and 
69  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  reported. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Typhoid,  Dysentery,  or  Acute  Polio- 
myelitis. Five  cases  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  were  notified,  all  of 
which  recovered. 

There  was  one  death  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia  which  occurred 
outside  the  district. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year  all  of 
which  recovered.  In  three  of  these  cases  Diphtheria  immunisation 
had  not  been  carried  out.  The  fourth  patient  received  immunisation 
treatment  in  1943  and  in  this  case  the  course  of  the  illness  was  greatly 
modified,  the  attack  being  very  mild  in  character. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1948. 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  .... 

Pneumonia  .... 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Typhoid 

rs 

‘3 

jC 

a 

£ 

ca 

u 

03 

Oh 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

TOTALS 
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Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1948. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B.’s 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Res.  pop. 
25,000— 
50,000  at 
1931  census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Hoylake 

Notifications : — 

Rates 

per  1,000  C 

ivilian  Popula 

tion  : — 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.18 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

8.42 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

2.53 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.15 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.22 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

14.43 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.44 

Rates 

per  1,000  T 

otal  Births  (L 

ive  and  S 

! 

till) | 

Notifications : — 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

j-  6.89 

8.90 

4.71  | 

0.61 

*7.34 

0.00 

* Including  Puerperal  Fever 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


On  the  5th  July,  1948,  Diphtheria  immunisation  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


Number  of  Diphtheria  Irr 
first  six 

vmunisation  Clinics  held  during  the 
months  of  1948. 

..  | 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation 
during  first  six  months  of 
1948. 

Age  at  date  of 

final  injection. 

Total 

Under  5 years 

5 — 1 5 years 

120 

14 

134 

Total  number  of  child- 
ren who  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection 
during  first  six  months  of 
1948. 

37 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to 
the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1948  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEA 

THS 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulm 

onary 

No 

pulnru 

n- 

)nary 

Pulm 

onary 

No 

pulmc 

n- 

Dnary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year. 

1 — 5 years  .... 

5 — 15  years  .... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  .... 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  .... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

65  years  and 
over 

TOTALS  ... 

11 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

— 

1 

Note:-Of  the  total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  12.5%  had  not  been 
notified. 


Tuberculosis. 
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NESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Neston  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  in  1894  and  was 
extended  on  1st  April,  1933  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Parish  of  Ness 
and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Burton,  Puddington,  Eastham,  Willaston, 
Raby  and  Thornton  Hough. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8,497 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid- 1948)  9,513 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  2,617 

Rateable  value  £73,025 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ....  ....  £285 


Until  a new  census  is  taken,  the  estimate  of  the  population  must 
be  regarded  as  provisional. 

The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural.  The  aforetime  occupa- 
tion of  fishing  still  predominates  at  Parkgate.  There  are  a number  of 
scholastic  institutions.  Light  industries  of  a type  new  to  the  district 
have  been  established. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1939 — 1948  in 
Neston  : — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000  of  Population 

1939 

8,606 

28 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+3.3 

1940 

8,956 

39 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.4 

1941 

9,468 

28 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+3.0 

1942 

9,645 

17 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+1.8 

1943 

9,275 

61 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.6 

1944 

8,897 

51 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+5.7 

1945 

8,715 

45 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+5.2 

1946 

9,212 

61 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.6 

1947 

9,288 

89 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+9.6 

1948 

9,513 

59 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.2 

50 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1948. 


These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  9,513,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

148 

73 

75 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

1 

Totals  .... 

154 

78 

76 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  1(5.2 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  17.9 

Birth  Rate  in  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and  Wales, 

(population  26,000 — 50,000)  ...  ....  19.2 


Stillbirths. 


Total  Males  Females 


Legitimate  ....  ....  ...  6 4 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  — — 

Totals  ....  ....  ...  ...  6 4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales 


2 

37.5 

23.1 


Deaths. 


Total  Males  Females 

95  52  43 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  9.9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  10.8 

Death  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and  Wales, 

(population  25,000 — 50,000)....  ....  ....  ....  10.7 


The  Registrar  General  has  not  supplied  a Comparability  Factor 
since  1940.  In  the  absence  of  such  a factor  it  is  not  possible  to 
calculate  a standard  Death  Rate  for  comparison  with  the  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,0UU  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive 

sepsis  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  ....  Nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: — ■ 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  2 11 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  — — — 

Totals  . ....  ....  ....  2 11 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  12.9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  13.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  34 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and 

Wales  (population  25,000 — 50,000)  ...  . ...  32 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  22 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  di 

1 

tring  Years  1939 — 1948. 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1939 

117 

13.3 

1940 

117 

13.1 

1941 

117 

12.4 

1942 

118 

12.2 

1943 

109 

11.7 

1944 

120 

13.5 

1945 

94 

10.8 

1946 

112 

12.2 

1947 

106 

11.4 

1948 

95 

9.9 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1948. 

Number  of 


Age  of  Deaths 

Under  1 year  2 

1 year  and  under  2 2 

2 years  and  under  5 2 

5 years  and  under  15  — 

15  years  and  under  25  2 

25  years  and  under  35  2 

35  years  and  under  45  3 

45  years  and  under  55  15 

55  years  and  under  65  8 

65  years  and  under  75  22 

75  years  and  under  85  30 

85  years  and  over  7 

95 


Total 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1939 — 1948. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births)  : — 


Year 

Neston 

England  and  Wales 

1939 

40.5 

50 

1940 

30.7 

55 

1941 

72.4 

59 

1942 

22.2 

49 

1943 

41.1 

49 

1944 

64.3 

46 

1945 

43.2 

46 

1946 

57.8 

43 

1947 

61.5 

41 

1948 

12.9 

34 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  the  148  Smaller  Towns  was  32  in 
1948. 


Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

. C/5 

1 <U 
£ 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Pneumonia 

Acute  encephalitis  .... 

Congenital  Malforma- 
tion, Birth  Injuries  & 
Infantile  Diseases 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 
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Causes  of  Death. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .... 

2.  Cerebro  spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

j 

4.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

2 

3 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis.... 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 . Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis .... 



_ 

_ 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

_ 

1 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

8 

7 

15 

17.  Diabetes 

2 

— 

2 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

10 

20 

19.  Heart  disease  ... 

12 

10 

22 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

2 

3 

21.  Bronchitis 

2 

T 

3 

22.  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  .... 

3 

— 

3 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Appendicitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

i 

3 

28.  Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  birth 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth 
injuries,  infantile  diseases  .... 



1 

1 

33.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

1 

3 

4 

36.  All  other  causes 

3 

— 

3 

TOTALS 

52 

43 

95 

OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  are  given  on  page  2. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  laboratory  arrangements  which  have  been  in  force  for  some 
years  were  continued  until  July  5th,  1948.  Thereafter  investigations 
of  a Public  Health  nature  were  accepted  by  the  Birkenhead  and 
Liverpool  branches  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
while  a clinical  pathology  service  was  organised  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  the  Board’s  laboratory  at  the  Clatterbridge  General 
Hospital. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken 
by  County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  became  the  ambulance  authority 
for  this  area  on  July  5th,  1948.  There  has  been  a great  increase  in 
the  demand  for  ambulance  and  hospital  transport,  and  it  has  been 
necessary  to  provide  for  a considerable  expansion  of  the  service  in 
order  to  meet  the  increased  volume  of  work. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  Broomfield,  Meols 
Drive,  Hoylake,  at  the  present  time,  but  a scheme  for  opening  a second 
ambulance  station  at  Heswall  is  under  consideration. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  service  is  now  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
and  three  District  Nurse  Midwives  are  employed  to  serve  this  Urban 
District. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  County  Council’s  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  Neston,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  each  month  at 
2-30  p.m.  Supplementary  Clinics  are  also  arranged  from  time  to 
time  as  required. 

Scabies  treatment  is  given  by  arrangement  in  the  Out-Patients’ 
Department  of  the  Neston  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  following  Clinics  are  also  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  -- 
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Place.  Each  Month  Time. 


School  Clinic. 

Wesleyan  Sunday  School, 

Neston  ....  ....  Each  Tuesday 

morning 


Child  Welfare. 

Wesleyan  Church  School- 
room, Neston  Every  Thursday  2-30  p.m. 

Red  Cross  Depot, 

Willaston  1st  and  3rd  Friday  2-30  p.m. 


Ante-Natal. 

British  Legion  Hall,  Every  Tuesday  and 

Heswall  ....  ....  Thursday  ....  10-0  a.m. 

(The  County  Health  Visitor  is  in  attendance.) 
Clatterbridge  Hospital  ....  Every  Wednesday 

and  Friday  ....  2-0  p.m. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Out-Patients’  Dept.,  County 
General  Hospital, 

Clatterbridge  ....  ...  Every  Friday  ....  9-30  a.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

42,  Hamilton  Square,  Every  Tuesday 

Birkenhead  ....  and  Friday  ....  2-0  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Birkenhead  General 
Hospital 


Chester  Royal  Infirmary 


Dental  Treatment. 


Males. 

Monday,  Wednesday 

and  Friday  ...  5-30 — 7-0  p.m. 


Females. 

Tuesday  .... 
Wednesday  and 
Friday  .... 

Males. 

....  Wednesday 
Saturday  .... 

Females. 

Monday  and 
Thursday 


5-30 — 7-0  p.m. 
2-0 — 4-0  p.m. 

5-0 — 7-0  p.m. 
12-0 — 2-0  p.m. 

5-0 — 7-0  p.m. 


There  are  no  organised  dental  clinics  at  present  in  the  Neston 
Urban  District.  The  work  is  carried  on  in  the  schools. 
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Hospitals. 

The  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  has 
25  beds  and  two  cots.  It  is  equipped  for  general  surgery  and  has 
Massage  and  Out-Patient  Departments.  It  is  staffed  by  local  medical 
practitioners  and  visiting  consultants.  The  Hospital  is  now  con- 
trolled by  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  is  in  the  area 
of  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Other 
hospitals  managed  by  the  Board  are  available  to  local  residents.  The 
hospitals  at  Clatterbridge  still  admit  a number  of  patients  from  this 
area  and  others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Birkenhead,  Liverpool  and 
Chester.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this 
disease  is  at  New  Ferry. 


Mortuaries. 

There  is  a mortuary  at  the  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial 
Cottage  Hospital. 


Legislation  in  Force. 


Adopted  Acts. 

1.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  (Parts  3,  4). 

2.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907. 

3.  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  1900. 

4.  Public  Health  Act  1925,  Part  2,  except  s.  20,  and  Part  6 

Bye-Laws. 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  1930. 

2.  Offensive  Trades  1929. 

3.  Drainage  of  Buildings  1933. 

4.  Slaughterhouses  1937. 

5.  Nuisances  1938. 

6.  Buildings  1939. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  Council  supplies  water  from  its  own  pumping  stations  to 
the  area  of  the  former  Neston  and  Parkgate  Urban  District  Council 
whilst  the  area  ceded  from  the  late  Wirral  Rural  District  in  1933  is 
supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

A new  pumping  station  was  brought  into  operation  during  the 
year  and  the  Consultant  Engineers,  Messrs.  Williams  and  Clarke,  of 
Chester,  who  are  responsible  for  its  design,  have  supplied  the  following 
description  of  the  plant : — 

Neston  Urban  District  Council  Waterworks. 

Description  of  the  Borehole  and  Pumping  Plant  at  the  Gorstons. 

The  borehole  which  is  situate  close  to  the  Main  Service 
Reservoir  is  about  350  yds.  to  the  S.E.  of  the  Lees  Lane  borehole 
and  pumping  station. 

The  bore  in  New  Red  Sandstone  is  350  ft.  deep  from  the 
ground  surface  at  205  ft.  above  O.D.,  and  is  lined  with  steel 
tubes  for  a depth  of  100  ft  from  the  surface  and  thereafter  is 
24in.  dia.  in  the  rock. 

The  standing  water  level  during  periods  when  pumping  is 
not  taking  place  coincides  approximately  with  that  at  the  Lees 
Lane  bore. 

The  pumping  plant  concists  of  a six  stage  deep  well  centri- 
fugal pump  with  vertical  shaft  and  rising  main,  and  is  driven 
by  a vertical  spindle  drip  proof,  slip-ring,  three  phase  105  h.p. 
electric  motor,  with  Brook  Hirst  Starter  and  Control  Panel. 

The  plant  is  automatically  controlled  by  the  level  of  the  water 
in  the  service  reservoir,  so  that  it  comes  into  operation  only  as 
required.  Various  safety  devices  are  incorporated  to  protect  the 
plant  in  case  of  failure  of  lubrication  or  loss  of  water.  A time 
control  is  also  installed  so  that  the  plant  will  not  operate  at  times 
of  peak  load  on  the  electric  supply,  thus  enabling  a low'er  rate 
to  be  charged  for  the  electricity  used.  Recording  meters  and 
also  a remote  indicator  at  Lees  Lane  shew  the  rate  of  pumping 
and  these  are  electrically  operated. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  before  reaching  the  reservoir  by  a 
Wallace  and  Tiernan  Equiscale  Chlorinator  which  automatically 
starts  and  stops  in  step  with  the  pump. 
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The  plant  is  accommodated  in  a suitable  building  and  pro- 
vided with  an  overhead  crane  for  withdrawing  the  pump  and 
rising  main  when  required. 

The  plant  was  built  and  supplied  by  the  Harland  Engineering 
Co.,  of  Alloa,  Scotland,  and  the  Electric  Supply  is  from  the  Birken- 
head Corporation  high  tension  mains,  and  is  transformed  to  the 
working  pressure  in  an  annexe  to  the  Pump  House. 

The  pumping  plant  is  designed  to  give  a maximum  output 
of  45,000  galls,  per  hr.,  from  a depth  of  260  ft.,  but  is  at  present 
operating  at  about  75%  of  maximum  output,  this  being  a more 
economical  rate  of  running  for  the  present  daily  demand. 

The  water  from  the  borehole  is  of  first-class  bacteriological 
quality  and  is  of  moderate  hardness,  being  practically  identical 
with  that  from  the  Lees  Lane  bore. 

The  plant  has  been  in  practically  continuous  operation  since 
October  of  last  year,  and  has  been  the  main  source  of  supply 
for  the  whole  district,  except  when  the  plant  at  Lees  Lane  is 
run  for  short  periods  for  maintenance  purposes. 

The  cost  for  power  for  pumping  and  auxiliary  plant  is 
somewhat  under  twopence  per  1,000  galls,  pumped. 

Mostyn  House  School  has  a private  supply  of  water  from  an 
artesian  well  at  the  school. 

None  of  the  waters  supplied  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  and  the 
Analyst’s  reports  have  revealed  no  evidence  of  contamination. 

The  Council’s  supply  is  not  softened  and  has  a hardness  of  225 
expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

The  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  relaid  the  main  in  the  Willaston 
area  and  in  consequence  complaints  about  discolouration  of  the  water, 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  last  year’s  report,  are  not  now  received. 

Every  house,  with  one  exception,  has  a piped  supply  from  the 
public  mains.  Details  are  given  below: — 

Dwelling  Houses.  Population 

(a)  House  direct  ....  ....  2,616  9,508 

( b ) Standpipes  1 6 

Comsumption. 

The  total  volume  of  water  pumped  from  the  Council’s  Water- 
works during  1948  was  115,795,000  gallons,  representing  a consumption 
of  45.20  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  details  of  the  volume  supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  by 
the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  are  not  available,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  consumption  was  in  the  order  of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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Analyst’s  Report. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  taken  on  30th  August,  1948,  from 
well  situate  at  the  Waterworks,  Little  Neston,  Wirral.  Rising  main 
from  borehole. 


(a)  Physical  Examination : 

Temperature  at  source  ...°C. 


Colour None. 

Appearance Clear. 

Taste  None. 

Smell None. 


(*) 


Chemical  Examination  : 

Reaction,  pH.  7.40. 


Parts  per  million. 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide,  as  C02 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen,  as  N. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  as  N 

Hardness  (Potassium  Palmitate  Titration) 
as  CaC03 

Temporary 124 

Permanent 107 

Permanganate  figure  (4  hours,  80°F.) 

as  0 None 

Alkalinity,  as  CaC03 138 

Total  Solids 330 


7.2 
None 
None 
None 

8.3 


( c ) Mineral  Analysis  : 

Calcium,  as  Ca 79 

Magnesium,  as  Mg 8 

Sodium,  as  Na 35 

Carbonate,  as  C03 83 

Chloride,  as  Cl 27 

Sulphate,  as  S04 54 

Nitrate,  as  N03 38 

Iron .01 


Observations. 

The  water,  organically,  is  very  pure  and  of  moderate  hardness. 
It  is  well  suited  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

(Signed)  M.  ROBERTS,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
Assistant  City  Analyst. 
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COPY. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

City  Analyst’s  Department, 
City  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
Liverpool,  3. 


To  Andrew  E.  Prince,  Esq., 

Neston  U.  D.  Council  Offices, 
Town  Hall, 

Neston. 


Report  on  a sample  of  Water  received  on  18th  March,  1948, 
marked  Supply  Main,  Waterworks,  Little  Neston,  Chlorinated  supply. 


Analytical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 328 


Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 


{15  minutes 
3 hours 


Ammonia 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

Combined  chlorine 

Total  Hardness 

Reaction  to  litmus  neutral  pH  value  7.65 
Free  chlorine,  absent. 


None 

None 

None 

None 

7.7 

None 

26 

252 


Observations. 

The  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  odourless  and  contained 
only  a few  mineral  particles. 

The  sample  is  a deep  well  water  of  the  highest  organic  purity, 
perfectly  suitable  for  human  consumption. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  CLARK,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

City  Analyst. 
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{Signed)  D.  T.  ROBINSON, 

City  Bacteriologist . 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Sewer  extensions  are  necessary  to  secure  a reduction  in  the  number 
of  cesspools  and  septic  tank  installations  of  which  there  are  some  280. 

One  cesspool  was  abolished  during  the  year  and  main  drainage 
facilities  provided. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

A stream  at  Willaston  is  polluted  by  the  effluent  from  a sewage 
disposal  works,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  withdraw  the  effluent 
from  the  stream. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

The  privy  middens  in  New  Street,  Little  Neston,  37  in  number, 
were  abolished  and  a water  carriage  system  provided. 

Open  Spaces. 

The  District  has  some  225.5  acres  of  public  open  space. 


Salvage. 


The  following  table  shows  the  material  dealt  with  during  the 
year  : — 


Material 
Paper  ... 

Bones 

Bottles  and  Jars 
Textiles 


Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

34 

18 

3 

225 

10 

0 

— 

6 

0 

1 

10 

0 

1 

2 

0 

15 

0 

0 



13 

0 

7 

10 

0 

Total 


36 


19 


3 £249  10  0 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Not 

Ser 

ices 

ved 

Resu 

Servi 

No 

It  of 

ce  of 
tice 

Prosec 

utions 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

>> 

u 

o 

■4— < 

P 

4-> 

a 
+-> 
c n 

"as 

§ 

u 

£ 

c 

HH 

73 

<D 

Pi  ~G 

a.ts 

o ^ 

a 

CUD 

G 

t3 

G 

CG 

c n 

P 

O 

73 

a> 

4-> 

P 

■P 

(Si 

G 

HH 

60 

c 

tj 

G 

<D 

CL. 

Dwelling  houses  : 
Inspected 

423 

16 

102 

100 

18 

Re  infectious  disease 

58 

— 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  on 
complaints 

57 

3 

28 

27 

4 

_ 

_ 

House  to  house 
inspections  .... 

64 

7 

16 

20 

3 



. 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

20 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Factories 

108 

— 

32 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Theatres  and  cinemas.  .. 

12 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

101 

4 

27 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

20 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  samples  .... 

41 

— 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Premises  used  for 
preparation  of  food 

198 



31 

29 

2 





Fried  fish  shops 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises  .... 

22 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Water  samples 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  animals 

34 

— 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Schools 

30 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sewers,  ventilators,  etc. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Back  passages 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  inspected 

13 

2 

6 

8 

— 

— 

— 

,,  smoke  tested  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  water  tested  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  tanks  and  cess- 
pools 

55 

1 

16 

17 

_ 

_ 

Refuse  collection  and 
disposal 

264 



_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



Offensive  accumulations 

35 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  mice  des- 
truction 

165 

4 

28 

32 

Pools,  ditches  and 
watercourses 

27 

4 

4 

Privy  middens .... 

263 

37 

— 

37 

— 

— 

— 

Public  conveniences 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  premises 

7 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  bins 

32 

5 

12 

15 

2 

— 

— 

Scabies 

7 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Sewage  effluent  samples 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  persons 
cleansed 

Control  of  civil  building 

246 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ....  2,340 

86 

357 

443 

31 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

34 

52 

8 

_ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

36 

41 

18 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

10 

15 

6 

Total 

80 

108 

32 

— 

Defects  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

Total 

32 

32 

— 

1 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time 
and  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  has  been  directed  to  those  matters 
necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Act. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

Inspections  under  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were  made 
to  secure  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Section. 

Camping  Sites. 

No  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  under  Sections  268 
and  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  transient  use  of  roadside  wastes  and  accommodation  roads 
by  itinerant  van  dwellers  continues  to  be  a cause  of  annoyance,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  are  quite  inadequate  to  control 
these  wanderers.  Only  by  the  threatened  exercise  of  imaginary 
powers,  together  with  close  liaison  with  the  police,  is  any  improvement 
secured.  Legislation  is  needed  in  order  to  deal  with  these  people. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  101  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  dealing  with  smoke  nuisances. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  from  the  privately  owned  bath 
at  Parkgate  were  subjected  to  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  reports  : — 
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COPY. 


CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

City  Analyst’s  Department, 
City  Laboratories, 
Mount  Pleasant, 
Liverpool,  3. 


To  A.  E.  Prince,  Esq., 

Sanitary  Inspector , 

Neston  Urban  District  Council. 


Report  on  a sample  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  received  on  31st 
August,  1948,  from  you  per  the  Bacteriological  Dept.,  marked  Parkgate 
Open  Air  Swimming  Bath,  11  a.m.  30th  August,  1948. 


Analytical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 29,960.0 


Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 


{ 


15  minutes 
3 hours 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen  as  N, 
Albuminoid  nitrogen  as  N. 

Nitrous  nitrogen  as  N 

Nitric  nitrogen  as  N 

Combined  chlorine 


0.78 

1.78 

0.02 

0.28 

None 

None 

15,450.0 


The  sample  was  faintly  turbid,  slightly  yellow  and  possessed  a faint 
fishy  odour. 

pH  value 8.6. 

Observations. 

The  water  is  suitable  for  use  in  a swimming  bath. 

{Signed)  M.  ROBERTS,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Assistant  City  Analyst. 


COPY  Ref.  Bacteriological  Department, 

126,  Mount  Pleasant, 
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(Signed)  D.  T.  ROBINSON, 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  (Cont.) 

The  bath  was  invaded  at  one  period  of  the  year  by  a swarm  of 
small  crustacae  and  the  department  was  asked  by  the  owners  to 
suggest  measures  to  combat  the  intruders  which  occasioned  annoyance 
to  bathers. 

The  invaders  were  identified  as  a species  of  aquatic  woodlouse 
rejoicing  in  the  euphonious  title  of  Eurydice  Pulchra.  Dosing  the 
bath  water  with  copper  sulphate  gave  speedy  relief  and  there  was  no 
recurrence  of  the  trouble  during  the  summer. 

As  a matter  of  incidental  intelligence  it  may  be  remarked  that  in 
Greek  Mythology  Eurydice  was  the  wife  of  Orpheus.  She  died  as 
the  result  of  a bite  by  a serpent  and  her  husband  followed  her  to  Hades 
where  he  charmed  Pluto  into  a bargain  for  her  release.  A condition 
was  that  Orpheus  should  not  look  at  Eurydice  until  they  passed  out 
of  the  entrance  to  the  Nether  regions.  Orpheus  could  not  contain 
his  curiosity  and  so  Eurydice  was  lost  to  him  for  ever. 

Doubtless  a marine  biologist  could  explain  the  association  between 
a woodlouse  and  the  wife  of  Orpheus.  The  writer  confesses  that  any 
possible  explanation  eludes  him. 

Schools. 

All  the  elementary  schools  in  the  area  are  supplied  from  the 
public  water  supply;  all  have  water  closets. 

Pedestal  water  closets  were  substituted  for  an  old  trough  closet 
at  the  Parkgate  Infants’  School. 

The  following  special  reports  were  made  upon  the  condition  of 
two  schools  following  on  the  general  remarks  on  school  buildings 
made  in  previous  annual  reports  : — 

St.  Winifrede’s  R.C.  School,  Neston. 

The  school  has  two  departments,  viz. — Infants  (4  years  to  7 plus), 
and  seniors  aged  8 to  15  years. 

In  the  junior  section  there  are  at  present  16  pupils — 1 1 boys  and 
5 girls;  there  are  24  children  in  the  senior  department,  12  boys  and 
12  girls.  The  staff  consists  of  a Head  Teacher  and  an  assistant. 

There  are  two  classrooms.  The  larger  of  the  two  is  used  by  the 
senior  children.  Lighting  and  heating  are  adequate,  but  ventilation 
is  poor. 

The  smaller  classroom  is  entered  through  the  larger  classroom; 
there  is  no  other  means  of  access.  The  natural  lighting  is  poor  in 
the  extreme  and  ventilation  is  quite  inadequate.  Electric  light  is 
provided. 
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There  are  two  cloakrooms.  The  one  used  by  the  elder  scholars 
is  entirely  without  ventilation;  has  no  opening  windows — there  are 
only  skylights;  is  not  heated  and  has  only  one  lavatory  basin  with 
a cold  water  tap  over.  The  concrete  floor  is  defective. 

The  infants’  cloakroom  is  adequately  lighted;  ventilation  is 
sufficient.  It  is  unheated  and  there  are  no  lavatory  bowls. 

School  meals  are  taken  in  the  school  and  there  is  virtually  no 
means  for  the  children  to  wash  their  hands. 

Sanitary  conveniences  are  situated  in  the  playground  and  consist 
of  a trough  closet  fed  from  a central  flushing  tank.  Three  com- 
partments are  provided  for  girls  and  three  for  boys.  In  addition 
there  is  a slate  two  stall  urinal,  without  cover  and  without  flushing 
arrangements.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  staff. 

The  playground  is  unpaved  as  is  the  approach  to  the  school. 

The  defects  in  relation  to  this  school  may  be  summarised  as 
follows  : — 

(1)  The  unsuitability  of  the  smaller  classroom  as  regards — - 

(<2)  Access; 

(b)  Lighting; 

(c)  Ventilation. 

(2)  Lack  of  ventilation  in  the  larger  classroom. 

(3)  The  unsuitability,  amounting  to  almost  complete  absence  of 

cloakroom  accommodation. 

(4)  The  virtual  absence  of  ablution  facilities. 

(5)  The  unsuitable  and  inadequate  sanitary  offices. 

(6)  The  un paved  playground  and  approach. 

(7)  The  complete  absence  of  any  provision  for  the  staff. 

Little  Neston  C.  of  E.  School. 

The  school  has  three  departments,  viz. — Infants,  Junior  and 
Senior.  The  total  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is  174.  Accommo- 
dation is  provided  for  a maxumim  of  212  puplils. 

The  piesent  complement  of  the  school  is  analysed  below. 


r 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Senior 

35 

29 

64 

Pupils  ....  h 

Junior 

42 

31 

73 

Infants 

23 

14 

37 

Total 

100 

74 

174 

Male 

Female 

Staff  

3 

4 
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Playground  : The  surfaces  of  the  playground  are  broken  up  and 
constitute  a source  of  danger  to  children  playing  on  them.  The  senior 
playground  at  one  time  seems  to  have  been  paved  with  tarred  macadam 
which  has  largely  disintegrated  : the  approach  on  the  Infant’s  side  is 
rough;  the  playground  surface  is  of  beaten  earth. 

Recommendation  : All  playgrounds  and  approaches  should  be 
paved  : the  ones  formerly  tarred  macadam  should  be  surfaced  with 
fine  tarred  macadam,  rolled  to  a smooth  surface;  the  unpaved  play- 
ground should  be  built  up  with  coarse  material  and  finished  with 
topping. 

Sanitary  Offices  : (Boys)  : The  existing  accommodation  con- 
sists of  three  W.C.  bowls  and  a urinal.  The  latter  is  without  means  of 
flushing  and  the  W.C.’s  are  flushed  from  a common  tank  twice  a day. 
The  floor  of  the  conveniences  is  worn  and  doors  are  absent  in  2 out  of 
3 instances.  The  wall  between  the  boys  and  girls  conveniences  is  too 
low. 

Girls  : 7 W.C.’s  are  provided.  These  are  flushed  twice  a day 
from  a common  tank  and  suitable  only  for  junior  and  infants.  There 
is  no  adequate  provision  for  girls  of  14. 

Staff  : One  W.C.  is  provided  for  a staff  of  3 men  and  4 women. 

Recommendation  : (Boys)  : Accommodation  should  be  provided 
on  the  following  scale 

Water  Closets  : — 1 for  each  25  boys. 

Urinal  Stalls  : — 1 for  each  10  boys  up  to  100;  1 for  each 
additional  12  thereafter  : floors  to  be  of  granolithic  or  other  impervious 
material  (untreated  concrete  is  inadequate) ; all  doors  to  be  made  good 
and  provided  with  proper  fasteners  : individual  flushing  cisterns  to  be 
provided  and  the  glazed  earthenware  urinal  stalls  to  be  provided  with 
flushing  aparatus. 

Walls  of  W.C.  cubicles  to  be  rendered  in  cement.  The  wall 
between  the  boys  and  girls  conveniences  to  be  raised  to  a height  of 
6 feet. 

Girls  : Accommodation  to  be  provided  on  the  following  scale 

Water  Closets  1 to  each  10  girls  up  to  the  first  100, 
1 to  each  15  girls  for  the  next  100.  Doors  of  senior  girls  (i.e.  over  12) 
to  be  provided  with  fasteners  : all  doors  to  have  handles  on  the  inside  : 
floors  to  be  laid  in  granolithic  to  proper  falls  : walls  of  cubicles  to  be 
rendered  in  cement. 

Staff : Separate  accommodation  to  be  provided  for  the  sexes.  A 
covered-way  approach  should  be  provided  to  the  conveniences. 
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Lavatories  : The  existing  accommodation  consists  of  4 bowls  in 
each  of  the  three  cloakrooms.  The  bowls  are  of  enamelled  iron  set  in 
wooden  surrounds.  Cold  water  is  laid  on.  No  provision  is  made  for  the 
staff. 

Recommendation  : Lavatory  accommodation  to  be  provided  in 
each  department  on  the  following  scale 

For  the  first  100  pupils  a basin  to  each  8 pupils,  for  the  next 
100  pupils  1 basin  to  each  10  pupils,  for  each  100  thereafter,  1 basin  to 
each  12  pupils.  The  basins  to  be  of  glazed  earthenware  on  cantilever 
brackets  and  to  have  hot  and  cold  water  laid  on.  Floors  to  be  of  an 
impervious  material  (cement  is  unsuitable)  and  walls  to  be  rendered  or 
tiled.  Separate  lavatory  facilities  to  be  provided  for  the  staff. 

Classrooms  : There  are  five  classrooms.  The  floors  of  the  two 
southern  classrooms  are  badly  worn  and  should  be  relaid.  The  larger 
of  the  two  floors  requires  to  be  stiffened.  The  floors  of  the  other  class- 
rooms require  repair,  all  brads  punched  home  and  the  floors  dressed  off. 

Heating  : is  inadequate  in  all  classrooms  and  lavatories. 

Lighting  : is  inadequate  in  the  three  northern  classrooms  ; the 
north-east  room  is  particularly  bad. 

Ventilation  : In  all  rooms  is  inadequate  : the  air  intakes  are  in- 
sufficient and  the  roof  ventilators  are  too  high  for  vitiated  air  to  be 
scavenged  without  mechanical  assistance. 

Recommendation  : Floors  to  be  treated  as  suggested. 

Heating  : Central  heating  apparatus  of  adequate  size  should  be 
installed  to  heat  the  entire  school.  Alternatively,  thermostatically 
controlled  electric  heating  devices  could  be  installed  but  in  view  of  the 
large  cubic  content  of  the  rooms  in  proportion  to  their  superficial  area 
running  costs  would  probably  be  high.  Such  devices,  however, 
might  prove  useful  as  supplementary  sources  of  heat  in  the  Infant’s 
room. 

Lighting  : Natural  lighting  to  the  rooms  with  northerly  aspect 
should  be  improved  by  redesigning  the  windows.  Latticed  glazing 
should  be  replaced  by  horizontal  glazing  bars.  More  adequate  artificial 
lighting  should  be  installed.  The  flourescent  type  of  fitting  is  most 
efficient. 

Ventilation  : air  intake  should  be  increased  by  increasing  the 
number  of  opening  lights  in  the  windows  and  by  overhauling  the 
Tobin’s  tubes.  Preferably  the  Tobin  inlets  should  be  dispensed  with 
and  reliance  placed  upon  the  opening  lights  in  the  windows  which 
should  be  equal  to  one  half  the  window  area.  Because  of  the  height  of 
the  rooms  and  the  absence  of  windows  on  opposite  walls,  mechanical 
means  of  expelling  vitiated  air  should  be  provided. 

Generally  : No  recommendations  are  made  about  such  essential 
amenities  as  cloakrooms,  drying  rooms  and  staff  rooms,  etc.,  because 
such  matters  fall  outside  the  scope  of  a report  upon  environmental 
health  conditions.  It  is  sufficient  to  record  that  they  are  either  un- 
satisfactory or  non-existent. 
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Tabulated  Requirements  of  Sanitary  Accommodation: 


Senior  Department 


Boys 

Girls 

Water  Closets 

2 

3 

Urinal  Stalls 

4 

— 

Lavatories  .... 

5 

4 

Junior  Department 


Boys 

Girls 

Waterclosets 

2 

4 

Urinal  Stalls 

5 

— 

Lavatories  ... 

6 

4 

Infants  Department 


Boys 

Girls 

Waterclosets 

1 

2 

Urinal  Stalls 

3 

— 

Lavatories  . . 

3 

2 

Staff 

Male 

Female 

Waterclosets 

1 

1 

Urinal  Stalls 

1 

— 

Lavatories 

1 

1 

Number  of  houses 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

found  to  be  infested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ...  Nil 

(b)  Other  Houses  Nil 


(a)  Council  Houses  ...  Nil 

(b)  Other  Houses  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  . ..  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Other  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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Housing. 

During  the  year  work  continued  on  34  houses  on  the  Burton  Road 
site,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  25  pre-fabric.;' ed  bungalows 
were  completed.  The  site  for  the  150  houses  at  Mellock  Lane  was  in 
course  of  development  with  road,  water  and  sewerage  installations. 
The  erection  of  10  houses  at  Bendee  Road  for  sale  eventually  to  the 
Council  proceeded  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  the  conversion  of 
the  hostels  at  Clay  Hill  progressed. 

No  attempt  can  be  made  to  deal  with  the  groups  of  houses  which 
would  normally  fall  to  he  dealt  with  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
The  three  cottages  which  were  the  subject  of  Clearance  Orders  in 
1934,  and  another  which  was  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  by  the 
owner,  remain  in  occupation. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  licences  issued  under  the 
Control  of  Civil  Building  Scheme,  and  the  value  of  the  work  authorised: 


Type  of  Property 

Number  of  Licences 
Issued 

Value  of  Work 
Licensed 

£ 

Houses 

222 

21,139 

Other  properties 

24 

1,343 

Total 

246 

£22,482 

During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 
1948  : — 

(a)  Permanent 

32 

2 

34 

(b)  Temporary 

57 

— 

57 

Number  of  totally  destroyed  war 
damaged  houses  erected  in  1948 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  flats  provided  in  1948 

— 

3 

3 

Totals 

89 

5 

94 
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The  progress  made  since  the  building  programme  commenced 
is  shown  below  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 
1st  August,  1945  : — 

(a)  Permanent 

45 

20 

65 

( b ) Temporary 

69 

— 

69 

Number  of  war  damaged  houses 
erected  since  1st  August,  1945 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  fiats  provided  since  1st 
August,  1945 

— 

17 

17 

Totals 

114 

37 

151 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  39  registered  producers,  22  of  whom  are  “accredited  ” 
and  7 “attested.” 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  special  designations  were  granted 


as  follows  : — 

To 

Sell  Accredited  milk  1 

Sell  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  ....  1 

Bottle  and  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  1 

Sell  Pasteurised  milk  — supplementary  3 

Sell  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)— 

supplementary  ....  ....  ...  ....  1 


Total  ....  7 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Article  Condemned 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Canned  Meat  and  Meat 

Blown  and  punctured 

Products 

28 

containers 

Canned  Milk 

113 

Blown  and  punctured 
containers 

Canned  Fish 

13 

Blown  and  punctured 
containers 

Canned  Fruit  ... 

50 

Blown  and  punctured 
containers 

Canned  Vegetables  .... 

91 

Blown  and  punctured 
containers 

Jam 

38 

Broken  glass  containers 

Cheese.... 

11 

Mould 

Cereals 

36 

Weevil  Infested. 
Decompositon 

Canned  Soups 

39 

Blown  and  punctured 
containers.  Decomposition 

Bacon  .... 

4 

Bone  taint. 

Spices  and  Condiments 

3 

Mould 

Dried  Fruit  .... 

36 

Fermentation 

Fresh  Fruit  .... 

1,080 

Decomposition 

Total  weight  in  lbs. 

1,542 

Condemnation  Certificates  in  the  form  requested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  (Form  M/Cond’n/1)  were  supplied  in  each  case,  and  the 
condemned  material  was  appropriately  dealt  with,  due  regard  being 
paid  to  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2886  of  17th  November,  1943,  in 
this  connection. 

During  the  year  a number  of  Mobile  Fried  Fish  Canteens  made 
their  appearance  in  the  district. 

The  Council  had  not  applied  for  permission  to  make  byelaws  under 
s.108  Public  Health  Act,  1936  to  regulate  this  form  of  food  distribution 
and  in  any  case  the  Model  Byelaws  do  not  seem  to  give  adequate  powers 
of  control.  In  order  to  secure  uniformity  over  as  wide  an  area  as  possible 
a meeting  was  arranged  at  which  officials  of  eight  adjoining  authorities 
agreed  desiderata  for  Mobile  Food  Canteens. 


78 


Adulteration. 

This  work  in  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Neston  Urban  District  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1948. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Apple  Jam 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

— 

Coffee 

2 

— 

Fish  Paste 

2 

— 

Herring  Spread 

1 



Lemon  & Barley  Cordial 

1 

— 

Milk 

15 

5 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

Meat  Essence  or  Extract 

1 

— 

Rum  & Butter  Toffee  .... 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

— 

Totals  .... 

28 

5 

Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples  during  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 


No. 

Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

990 

Milk 

1.2%  Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 

No  action 

991 

»» 

1 7O/ 

1 • ' /O  it  tt  tt  »» 

it 

997 

1 » 

5.0%  Deficient  in  fat 

it 

998 

»» 

26.6%  „ „ „ 

Cautioned 

3 

it 

u*u  /O  it  it  tt 

No  action 
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Ice  Cream. 


Time  taken 
to  reduce 
Methylene 
Blue  (hrs.) 

No.  of 
Specimens 
reducing 
Methylene 
Blue 

No.  of  Specimens  with 

Pro- 

visional 

Grade 

Presumptive 

Coliforms 

Faecal 

Coli 

Staphylococcus 

Aureus 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

4$  or  more 

11 

5 

6 

l 

10 

— 

11 

1 

2%  — 4 

8 

3 

5 

2 

6 

— 

8 

2 

i - 2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

3 

0 

6 

1 

5 

4 

2 

— 

6 

4 

Total 

27 

10 

17 

7 

20 

— 

27 

A report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  and  grading  of  Ice- 
Cream  by  a sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
issued  in  March  1947  established  a preliminary  grading  scheme  for 
ice  cream  based  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test.  In  introducing 
the  scheme  it  was  pointed  out  that  is  was  purely  provisional  and  liable 
to  adjustment  in  the  light  of  experience. 

The  scheme  was  endorsed  in  a second  report  published  in  April 
1948. 

The  committee  suggests  that  ice  cream  should  not  be  judged  on 
the  results  of  a single  sample  with,  however,  the  qualification  that  there 
should  be  no  samples  falling  into  the  lowest  category.  The  suggestion 
is  that  throughout  the  year  50%  of  the  samples  should  fall  into  grade 
1,  80%  into  grades  1 & 2,  20%  into  grade  3 and  none  into  grade  4. 

In  practice  ice  cream  has  been  examined  for  the  presence  of 
coliform  organisms  although  the  identification  in  the  sample  of  certain 
types  of  these  bacteria  is  stated  to  be  without  significance.  Nevertheless 
the  presence  of  Coliform  organisms  of  a faecal  type  in  any  food  stuff 
is  disquieting  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  paradoxical  to  find  a sample 
falling  into  grade  1 when  judged  on  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  con- 
taining at  the  same  time  the  Colon  Bacillus  of  faecal  type.  Because  of 
such  anomalies  the  faith  of  some  officers  in  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
has  been  shaken  and  in  certain  cases  reliance  has  been  placed  on  other 
tests  such  as  the  plate  count  notwithstanding  its  acknowledged  lia- 
bility to  error. 
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Shellfish. 

There  are  no  layings  within  the  district. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943, 

The  scheme  outlined  in  the  Report  for  1944  continues  to  function 
satisfactorily,  and  there  is  now  no  known  major  or  reservoir  infestation 
on  premises  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  health  of  the  district  during  the  period  under  review  w^as 
remarkably  good,  and  only  50  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  reported 
altogether. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever, 
Poliomyelitis,  or  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  of  Dysentery  which  was  notified  was  a mild  infection  and 
the  patient  recovered. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  a patient  who  had  not  been 
immunised  against  the  disease,  and  in  this  case  also  a complete  recovery 
followed. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1948. 
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Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cases 

ad- 

mitted 

to 

Hos- 

pital 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

O 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

65  & 
over 

1 

I 

<N 

- 
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1 
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1 
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i 

- 
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1 
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l 
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CO 

1 
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1 
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1 
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CM 
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1 

1 

1 

I 
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1 

- 

Under 

1 

1 

1 

CN 

- 

CN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

'Fotal 

- 

23 

- 

1 

1 

l 

1 

- 

1 

1 

50 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  ... 

Pneumonia  .... 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Erysipelas  .... 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

Dysentery  .... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

Poliomyelitis 

TOTALS 
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Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1948. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B.’s 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Res.  pop. 
25,000— 
50,000  at 
1931  census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Neston 

Notifications : — 

Rates 

per  1,000  C 

ivilian  Popula 

tion  : — 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

0.74 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

1.16 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.11 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.00 

Smallpox  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

2.42 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.74 

Rates 

per  1 ,000  T 

otal  Births  (L 

ive  and  S 

till) 

Notifications : — 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

| 6.89 

8.90 

4.71  | 

0.61 

*7.34 

0.00 

* Including  Puerperal  Fever 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

On  the  5th  July  1948,  Diphtheria  immunisation  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


Number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  held  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1948 

7 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation 
during  the  first  6 months 
of  1948  

Age  at  date  of 

final  injection 

Total 

Under  5 years 

5 — 15  years 

64 

5 

69 

Total  number  of  child- 
ren who  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection 
during  the  first  6 months 
of  1948 

12 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section 
176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury 
to  the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertak  ;n  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1948  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


NEW  C 

'ASES 

DEA 

THS 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmc 

)nary 

No 

pulmc 

n- 

mary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 — 15  years  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45—55  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

Note: — Of  the  total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  20%  had  not  been 
notified. 


Tuberculosis. 
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WIRRAL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

This  district  was  constituted  under  the  Chester  Review  Order, 
1st  April,  1933.  It  includes  the  Parishes  of  Heswall,  Barnston, 
Gayton,  Irby,  Pensby,  I hurstaston  and  parts  of  Brimstage,  Thornton 
Hough  and  Arrowe. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  5,639 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid- 1948)  17,130 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  5,103 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £144,913 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ...  £591 


The  district  is  residential.  Agriculture,  fishing  and  building 
trade  industries  engage  a large  number  of  persons.  There  is  a tendency 
now  to  the  establishment  of  light  industries. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1939 — 1948  in 
Wirral 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000  of  Populat 

ion 

1939 

13,170 

122 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 9.3 

1940 

17,190 

92 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 5.4 

1941 

18,130 

27 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 1.5 

1942 

17,390 

78 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+ 4.5 

1943 

16,400 

78 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+ 4.8 

1944 

16,020 

103 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 6.4 

1945 

15,800 

84 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 5.3 

1946 

16,370 

99 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+ 6.0 

1947 

16,610 

148 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+ 8.9 

1948 

17,130 

115 

more 

births 

than 

deaths  

+ 6.7 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1948. 

These  statinics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  17,130,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

289 

150 

139 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Totals 

299 

156 

143 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  estimated  resident  population 

17.5 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

17.9 

Birth  Rate  in  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and  Wales, 
(population  25,000 — 50,000)  .... 

19.2 

Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6 

2 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  19.7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales  23.1 

Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

184  92  92 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  10.7 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  10.8 

Death  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns,  England  and  Wales, 

(population  25,000 — 50,000)  ...  ....  10.7 

The  Registrar  General  has  not  supplied  a comparability  factor 
since  1940.  In  the  absence  of  such  a factor  it  is  not  possible  to  calculate 
a standard  Death  Rate  for  comparison  with  the  Death  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  Nil  — 

Other  maternal  causes  ....  Nil  — 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ....  ....  8 5 3 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  11  — 

Totals  ....  9 6 3 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ...  ....  ....  30.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  100.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  34 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  148  Smaller  Towns, 

England  and  Wales  (population  25,000—50,000)  32 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  30 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ....  ....  ....  1 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1939 — 1948. 

I 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1939 

169 

11.9 

1940 

171 

9.9 

1941 

218 

12.0 

1942 

189 

10.9 

1943 

185 

11.2 

1944 

203 

12.7 

1945 

195 

12.3 

1946 

194 

11.9 

1947 

183 

11.0 

1948 

184 

10.7 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1948. 

Number  of 

Age  Deaths 

Under  1 year  

1 year  and  under  2 

2 years  and  under  5 

5 years  and  under  15 

15  years  and  under  25 

25  years  and  under  35 

35  years  and  under  45 

45  years  and  under  55 

55  years  and  under  65 

65  years  and  under  75 

75  years  and  under  85 

85  years  and  over 

Total  184 


9 

2 

1 

3 

9 

18 

25 

50 

49 

18 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1939  1948. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births)  : — 


Year 

Wirral 

England  and  Wales 

1939 

30.5 

50 

1940 

59.7 

55 

1941 

58.4 

59 

1942 

26.2 

49 

1943 

41.8 

49 

1944 

22.9 

46 

1945 

25.1 

46 

1946 

23.9 

43 

1947 

33.2 

41 

1948 

30.1 

34 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  in  the  148  Smaller  Towns  was  32 
in  1948. 


Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Premature  Birth 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malforma- 
tion, Birth  Injuries  & 
Infantile  Diseases 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

6 

Accidental  Death 

Total 

5 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

9 
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Causes  of  Death. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro  spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

— 

5 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 

— 

— 

— 

encephalitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

— 

— 

— 

oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

2 

— 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

5 

10 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

13 

8 

21 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

10 

15 

25 

19.  Heart  disease 

35 

31 

66 

20.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

4 

6 

21.  Bronchitis 

5 



5 

22.  Pneumonia 

1 

5 

6 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases  .... 

— 

— 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 yeans 

1 

1 

26.  Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

5 

5 

28.  Nephritis 

2 

2 

4 

29.  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 







31.  Premature  birth 

32.  Congenital  malformation,  birth 

— 

1 

1 

injuries,  infantile  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

33.  Suicide 



34.  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 



1 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

2 

1 

3 

36.  All  other  causes 

4 

6 

10 

TOTALS 

92 

92 

184 

OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948  AND  PREVIOUS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  are  given  on  page  2. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  laboratory  arrangements  which  have  been  in  force  for  some 
years  were  continued  until  July  5th,  1948.  Thereafter  investigations 
of  a Public  Health  nature  were  accepted  by  the  Birkenhead  and  Liver- 
pool Branches  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  Service,  while 
a clinical  pathology  service  was  organised  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  in  the  Board’s  laboratory  at  the  Children’s  Convalescent  Home, 
West  Kirby,  and  the  Clatterbridge  General  Hospital. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by 
County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  joint  ambulance  service  with  the  Hoylake  Urban  District 
Council  remained  in  operation  until  July  5th,  1948,  when  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  became  the  ambulance  authority  for  this  area.  There 
has  been  a great  increase  in  the  demand  for  ambulance  and  hospital 
transport  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide  for  a considerable 
expansion  of  the  service  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  volume  of  work. 
The  Organiser  and  members  of  the  W.V.S.  Hospital  Car  Service  have 
given  much  valuable  help  during  a very  difficult  period  and  their  work 
is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  Broomfield,  Meols  Drive, 
Hoylake  (Telephone  — Hoylake  2970). 

Figures  showing  the  calls  and  the  cost  of  the  service  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year  are  given  on  Page  14. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  service  is  now  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
three  District  Nurse  Midwives  are  employed  by  them  to  serve  this 
Urban  District. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  now  conducted  by  the 
County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  also  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  :- 

Each  Month 


Child  Welfare. 

Methodist  Church 
Schoolroom,  Heswall 

Village  Hall, 

Thingwall  Road,  Irby 

School  Clinic. 

Wesleyan  Sunday 
School,  Heswall 

Ante -Natal 

British  Legion  Hall, 
Heswall 


Alternate 
Mondays  .... 

Alternate 

Mondays 

Each  Tuesday 
afternoon 

Every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday 


Time. 

2-30  p.m. 
2-30  p.m. 


(The  County  Health  Visitor  is  in  attendance). 


Clatterbridge 

Hospital 

Ophthalmic. 

Methodist  Church 
Schoolroom,  Heswall 

Speech  Therapy. 

British  Legion  Hall, 
Heswall 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Out-Patients’  Dept., 
County  General  Hosp., 
Clatterbridge 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

42  Hamilton  Sq., 
Birkenhead  ... 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Birkenhead  General 
Hospital 


Every  Wednesday 
and  Friday 


10-0  a.m. 


2-0  p.m. 


Second  Friday  ...  9-30  a.m. 
Every  Thursday  ....  2-0  p.m. 


Every  Friday 


9-30  a.m. 


Every  Tuesday 
and  Friday  2-0  p.m. 

Males 

Monday,  Wednesday  5-30  p.m.  to 
and  Friday  ....  7-0  p.m. 

Females 

Tuesday  ...  5-30  p.m.  to 

7-0  p.m. 

Wednesday  and  2-0  p.m.  to 

Friday  ....  ....  4-0  p.m. 
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Venereal  Diseases-Cont. 

Each  Month. 

Time. 

Males 

Chester  Royal 

Wednesday  .... 

5-0  p.m.  to 

Infirmary 

Saturday 

7-0  p.m. 

12-0  Noon  to 

2 p.m. 

Females 

Monday  and 

5-0  p.m.  to 

Thursday 

7-0  p.m. 

Dental  Treatment. 

There  are  no  organised 

dental  clinics  at  present 

in  the  Wirral 

Urban  District.  The  work  is 

carried  on  in  the  schools. 

Hospitals. 

The  Hospitals  of  the  District,  both  Voluntary  and  Public,  in 
common  with  many  others  in  neighbouring  areas  have  passed  to  the 
control  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Wirral  is  in  the 
area  of  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  hospitals  at  Clatterbridge  still  admit  a large  number  of  patients 
from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital,  Heswall,  accommodates 
242  patients.  It  is  the  country  branch  of  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  was  designed  originally  for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic 
cases.  The  Hospital  admits  patients  from  this  area.  It  is  equipped  with 
a steam  disinfector. 

The  Cleaver  Sanatorium  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
now  admits  patients  from  this  district. 

The  Maternity  Home  at  Oldfield  Way,  Heswall,  which  has  ac- 
commodation for  13  maternity  patients  is  now  under  the  management 
of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease  is 
situated  at  New  Ferry. 


Mortuaries. 

The  Public  Mortuary  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  situated  in  Thurstaston  Road,  Heswall. 

The  premises  are  not  satisfactory  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  post  mortem  examinations  to  be  carried  out  at  the  mortuary 
owned  by  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council. 
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Legislation  in  Force. 

Adopted  Acts  and  Conferred  Powers. 

1 . The  Council  have  all  the  powers  and  are  subject  to  all  the  duties 
conferred  or  imposed  upon  an  Urban  District  Council  by  the 
general  law  (Ministry  of  Health,  1st  August,  1933). 

2.  The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

3.  The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890  (parts  III  and  IV  as 
amended). 

4.  The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

Part  II  (streets  and  buildings)  as  amended,  other  than  sections 
21,  30  and  31. 

Part  VI  (recreation  grounds);  and  section  94  comprised  in 
Part  X (miscellaneous  provisions). 

(Subject  to  certain  conditions  mentioned  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Order  79322  (1934).) 

5.  The  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Part  II  (excluding  Sections  21,  22  and  24). 

Part  VI  (recreation  grounds). 

6.  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899 — 1945. 

7.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  Council  have  contracted  into  the  Act  (vide  Minute  733, 
4th  December,  1933),  so  that  the  Act  shall  apply  to  all  animals 
designated  therein. 


Bye-Laws. 

The  following  Bye-Laws  are  in  force  in  the  Urban  District  : — 

1.  Nuisances,  made  7th  October,  1935  (confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  9th  January,  1936). 

2.  Slaughter-houses,  made  7th  October,  1935  (confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  20th  January,  1936). 

3.  Smoke  Abatement,  made  7th  October,  1935  (confirmed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  9th  January,  1936). 

4.  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  made  7th  October,  1935  (confirmed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  20th  January,  1936). 

5.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  Structures,  made  6th  July,  1936 
(confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  28th  August,  1936). 

6.  Buildings,  made  5th  June,  1939  (confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  26th  July,  1939). 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. 


The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 
The  main  sources  of  supply  are  deep  wells  at  Prenton,  Hooton  and 
Mouldsworth,  and  the  water  is  controlled  by  frequent  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examinations.  All  supplies  are  chlorinated  and 
samples  of  raw  water  and  of  water  going  into  supply  after  treatment 
have  been  examined.  All  those  examined  during  the  year  have 
proved  satisfactory.  None  of  the  waters  has  a plumbo-solvent  action. 
Examples  of  representative  analyses  are  given  on  pages  18,  19  and 
20,  and  the  extent  of  the  water  softening  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board  is  shown  on  page  17. 

Public  main  supplies  are  in  use  throughout  the  area  for  drinking 
domestic,  trade  and  agricultural  purposes.  Particulars  of  the  number 
of  dwelling  houses  and  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  (a)  direct  to  the  house  (b)  by  means  of  standpipes  are  given 
below  : — 


Dwelling  Houses  Population 
5,061  16,988 

42  142 


(a)  Houses  direct 

(b)  Standpipes  (4) 


Every  dwelling  house  has  a separate  piped  supply  of  public  mains 
water  and  standpipes  are  only  used  in  connection  with  those  erections 
constructed  of  short  lived  materials  which  were  normally  used  for  seaso- 
nal occupation  but  as  a result  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  are 
now  occupied  on  a permanent  basis. 

Consumption. 

Details  of  the  volume  supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  are  not 
available,  but  it  is  estimated  that  consumption  was  approximately 
30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


Parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pensby  and  Thurstaston  are  sewered  to 
the  North  Wirral  Outfall;  parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pensby  and  Barnston 
to  the  Fender  Valley  Sewer;  Gayton  and  parts  of  Heswall  to  the  Dee. 
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Rapid  and  extensive  building  development  in  the  District  during 
the  years  immediately  preceding  the  outbreak  of  war  resulted  in 
circumstances  which  cause  surcharging  of  many  sewers  during  heavy 
rainfall.  Recent  building  operations  have  added  their  quota  to  the 
overloaded  sewers.  Specialist  consultants  have  prepared  schemes  to 
provide  sewers  capable  of  coping  with  all  the  demands  of  the  District 
and  the  Council  is  anxious  to  implement  the  provisions  of  these  schemes. 

During  the  year  there  was  a local  public  enquiry  into  the  Council’s 
application  for  permission  to  borrow  £80,700  for  improvements  to 
the  Fender  Valley  Sewer.  The  Ministry  of  Health  suggested  certain 
modifications  in  the  proposed  scheme  but  these  have  not  proved 
acceptable  to  the  adjoining  County  Borough  of  Birkenhead  through 
which  the  sewer  passes  to  its  outfall.  Negotiations  are  still  in  progress 
but  until  difficulties  have  been  resolved  heavy  rainfall  continues  to  be 
the  prelude  to  inundated  roads,  footpaths  and  gardens,  which  are 
strewn  with  human  excreta  when  the  flood  waters  subside. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Four  instances  of  minor  pollution  arising  from  unsatisfactory 
effluents  from  septic  tanks  were  remedied  and  following  informal 
action  two  water  courses  were  cleaned  out  and  deepened  to  prevent 
flooding  of  adjoining  land. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  premises  are  provided  with  pail  closets  : — 
Permanent  Dwellings.  ..  ....  ....  25 

Temporary  Structures  ....  ....  49 

Efforts  were  continued  to  improve  sanitary  accommodation,  and 
five  pail  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets. 

Open  Spaces. 

The  District  has  some  225.5  acres  of  public  open  space. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Service  is  supervised  by  the 
Public  Health  Department.  There  is  a weekly  collection  of  domestic 
refuse  and  a twice  weekly  collection  of  certain  trade  refuse. 
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The  various  premises  have  been  divided  into  two  districts  which 
have  been  planned  in  accordance  with  the  continuous  method  of 
collection.  During  the  year  a North  Western  Whitley  Council  award 
reduced  the  working  week  to  44  hours  and  this  placed  a strain  upon 
the  organisation  which  has  continued  in  spite  of  the  employment  of 
additional  labour.  It  was  only  by  careful  replanning  and  constant 
supervision  that  the  service  worked  smoothly  and  collections  kept  to 
schedule. 

Two  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  “ W ” Type  10  Cubic  yards  freighters 
were  purchased  to  replace  worn  out  vehicles.  The  new  vehicles  are 
proving  satisfactory  and  the  loaders’  cab  has  done  much  to  improve 
conditions  for  employees. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  Council  was  unsuccessful  in  an  attempt  to  acquire  compul- 
sorily land  in  Barnston  for  use  as  a refuse  disposal  tip  and  the  problem 
of  finding  a suitable  disposal  site  is  now  acute.  A small  quarry  in 
Thurstaston  is  being  used  and  has  an  estimated  life  of  six  months. 

Salvage. 

The  recovery  of  salvaged  materials  was  well  maintained  and  once 
again  income  was  considerably  in  excess  of  expenditure. 


During  the  year  the  following  materials  were  salvaged 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

and  sold 

£ 

Waste  Paper 

....  139 

11 

3 

....  890 

Reclaimed  Boxes 

3 

7 

2 

43 

Textiles  .... 

10 

13 

2 

214 

Metals 

15 

8 

2 

27 

Bottles  and  Jars 

9 

3 

2 

88 

Kitchen  Waste  .... 

25 

12 

2 

26 

Total 

....  203 

17 

1 

£1288 

100 


Statistics. 

Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  ....  8.96  cwts. 

Average  weight  per  bin  over  the  whole  year  21.29  lbs. 

Rate  in  £ — -Collection  ....  ....  ....  ..  ....  6.85d. 

Disposal  ....  ...  ....  ....  1.78d. 

8.63d. 

Less  net  income  from  salvage  ...  ....  0.90d. 

7.73d. 

Expenditure  per  bin  collected  ....  ....  ....  ....  4.24d. 

Less  net  income  from  salvage  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.44d. 

Net  expenditure  per  bin  collected  ....  ...  ....  3.80d. 


Expenditure  per  ton: — 

Collection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  29/0d. 

Disposal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7/7d. 

36/7d. 

Less  net  income  from  salvage  ....'  ....  ....  3/10d. 


32/9d. 


Expenditure  per  1,000  population  per  annum: — 

Collection  ...  ....  ....  £237.48 

Disposal  ....  £61.83 

£299.31 

Less  net  income  from  salvage  ....  ....  £31.17 

£268.14 


Expenditure  per  1,000  premises  per  annum: — 

Collection  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  £797.19 

Disposal  ....  ....  ....  £205.61 

£1002.80 

Less  net  income  from  salvage  ...  £104.46 

£898.34 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Mad 

Notices 

Served 

Result  of 

Service  of 
Notices 

Prosecutions 

e 

Informal 

— 

Statutory 

Complied 

With 

i 

Remaining 

on  hand 

Dwelling  houses  : 

No. 

Inspected  on  Com- 

plaints 

269 

107 

12 

131 

65 

— 

Re-inspected  1,999 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re  Infectious  disease 

120 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Act  on  com- 

plaints 

333 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

House  to  house  In- 

spection 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factory  & workshops 

Act : — 

— 

With  Mechanical  Power 

125 

19 

4 

21 

5 

— 

Without  Mechanical 

Power 

42 

13 

— 

14 

4 

— 

Building  Sites 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

23 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

132 

14 

— 

4 

10 

— 

Dairies  and  milkshops .... 

145 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  samples  .... 

142 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  preparing  premises 

384 

39 

— 

31 

8 

— 

Fried  fish  and  chips  shops 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises  .... 

48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  samples 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  supply 

16 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pigs,  Fowls  and  Other 

Animals 

128 

5 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Stables 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Schools  .... 

31 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Sewers,  ventilators,  etc. 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  inspected 

560 

17 

— 

18 

1 

— 

Excavations  made 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  tested  .... 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  buildings.  .. 

171 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  tanks,  cesspools 

59 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Refuse  collection 

568 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  disposal 

351 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  des- 

truction  Act 

5,003 

34 

— 

34 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations  ... 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  complaints 

visited 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Advisory  visits  to  works 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act  inspections.  .. 

142 

10 

— 

6 

4 

— 

Pools,  ditches,  etc 

69 

5 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Pail  closets 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences  .... 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises 

21 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ashbins 

339 

117 

4 

120 

12 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  .... 

45 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Notices  outstanding 

from  1947  .... 

— 

94 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

li,  so: 

481 

37 

399 

119 

2 
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SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED  DURING  1948. 


Houses : — 

Roofs  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  52 

Chimney  Stacks  Pointed  or  Repaired  ..  ....  5 

Rain  Water  Gutters  Repaired  or  Renewed  16 

Down  Spouts  Repaired  or  Renewed  11 

Walls  Pointed  or  Repaired  17 

Ventilation  Improved  ....  ....  ....  8 

Windows  Repaired  ....  25 

New  Sash  Cords  Provided  ....  ....  36 

Window  Fasteners  Renewed  ....  ....  ....  6 

Windows  made  to  open  14 

Firegrates  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Ovens  Repaired  or  Renewed  ....  ....  9 

Plastering  to  Firegrates  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Hearthstones  Repaired  or  Renewed  6 

Floors  Relaid  or  Repaired  ....  ...  48 

Skirting  Boards  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  23 

Wall  Plaster  Repaired  ....  ....  45 

Ceiling  Plaster  Repaired  32 

Walls  Cleansed  ....  ....  13 

Ceilings  Cleansed  ...  ....  ....  9 

Doors  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  9 

Door  Fasteners  Repaired  or  Renewed  7 

Sinks  Repaired  or  Renewed  11 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  Repaired  ....  14 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  Trapped  ....  3 

Washing  Boilers  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  7 

,,  ,,  New  Pans  Provided  ....  2 

,,  „ Firegrates  Repaired  ....  ....  ....  3 

,,  ,,  Flues  Repaired  ...  1 

Dampness  Remedied  ....  ....  ...  63 

Yard  Surfaces  Relaid  or  Repaired  22 

Yard  Surfaces — proper  means  of  Drainage  Provided  1 1 

Sufficient  Water  Supply  Provided  1 


Drainage  : — 

New  Drains  Constructed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Old  Drains  Reconstructed  ....  1 

Drains  Repaired  ...  ....  20 

Drains  Disconnected  from  Sewer  1 

Drains  Inspection  Chambers  Provided  5 

Drains  Ventilated  ....  ....  ....  3 

Drains  Cleansed  ...  ....  77 

Self  Cleansing  Gullies  Provided  1 


671 


103 


B/F  671 

Water  Closets  : — 

New  Basins  Fixed  ....  7 

Connections  Repaired  18 

Cisterns  Repaired  or  Renewed  9 

Provided  with  a sufficient  Supply  of  Water  2 

Seats  Repaired  or  Renewed  3 

Ashbins  : — 

Ashbins  Provided  151 

Privies,  Pail  Closets  : — 

Sanitary  Conditions  Improved  3 

Limewashed  and  Cleansed  2 

Nuisances  Abated 

Converted  to  Water  Carriage  ....  1 

Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks  : — 

Nuisances  Abated  4 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  : — 

Limewashed  and  Cleansed  ....  ...  ....  18 

Cowsheds  : — 

Limewashed  and  Cleansed  ...  24 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : — 

Sanitary  Conditions  Improved  ...  1 

Premises  Used  for  Preparation  of  Food  : — 

Sanitary  Conditions  Improved  1 1 

Limewashed  and  Cleansed  ....  22 

Lighting  Improved  1 

Nuisances  Abated  ....  1 

Factories  and  Workshops  : — 

Cleansed  and  Limewashed  7 

Inadequate  Ventilation  2 

Insufficient  Sanitary'  Accommodation  7 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  5 

Other  Offences  ....  ....  ...  11 

Schools  : — 

Dampness  Remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Wallplaster  Repaired  ....  3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Improved  2 

Miscellaneous  (not  included  above)  : — 22 


Total 


1,010 
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BP 

Factories  Act,  1937. 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupieis 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

25 

42 

13 



(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

47 

125 

23 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

8 

12 

Total 

80 

179 

36 

— 

Defects  found 


Particulars 

Numbt 

r of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
Found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation(S.4) 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

10 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

15 

11 

4 

Total 

42 

32 

4 

— 

— 
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Shops. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  all  shops  and  142  visits  were 
made  for  this  purpose.  Of  ten  notices  requiring  various  improvements, 
six  were  complied  with. 

Camping  Sites. 

Licenced  Camping  Grounds  were  visited  from  time  to  time  during 
the  season  and  action  was  taken  to  prevent  itinerant  van  dwellers 
gaining  a foothold  in  the  District. 

Every  available  site  on  the  Licensed  Camping  grounds  is  occupied 
but  we  have  not  satisfied  the  demands  of  persons  living  in  the  highly 
industrialised  areas  of  Merseyside  and  wishing  to  pass  their  week-ends 
and  holidays  in  more  health  giving  surroundings. 

There  was  a successful  appeal  against  the  Council’s  decision  to 
refuse  a licence  authorising  a trailer  caravan  to  be  used  as  a dwelling. 
The  magistrates  granted  a licence  for  one  year  and  intimated  that  this 
was  done  to  give  the  appellant  an  opportunity  of  finding  other  housing 
accommodation. 


Number  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  in 
the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


Ward 

Vans,  £ 

sheds,  etc. 

Tents 
(April  to 
September) 

Permanently 

Occupied 

Casually 

Occupied 

Barnston 

4 

1 

Gayton  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Heswall  .... 

27 

30 

— 

Irby 

11 

18 

1 

Pensby 

— 

— 

— 

Thurstaston 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

43 

SO 

1 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  were  32  half  hour  observations  of  boiler  house  chimneys 
and  these  did  not  disclose  any  contravention  of  the  bye-law  controlling 
the  emission  of  black  smoke.  Advisory  visits  were  made  to  ensure  that 
all  reasonable  steps  were  being  taken  to  promote  efficient  combustion. 

There  was  complaint  of  excessive  smoke  from  a laundry  boiler 
house  chimney.  Observations  confirmed  that  smoke  emission  in  the 
early  morning  justified  the  complaint  but  during  the  rest  of  the  day 
the  amount  of  smoke  was  negligible.  The  steam  raising  plant  consisted 
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ot  a vertical  boiler  with  an  underfeed  mechanical  stoker  and  after  the 
engineer  had  been  instructed  in  the  proper  use  of  the  stoker  the 
necessary  improvement  was  effected  and  no  further  complaint  has 
been  received. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  District  but  enthusiasts  bathe 
in  the  River  Dee  oblivious  of,  or  else  ignoring,  the  additions  to  the 
River  from  the  various  sewer  outfalls. 

A private  swimming  bath  at  a hoys  camp  has  equipment  for 
chlorinating  the  water. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  infested 

(a)  Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Other  Houses  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  disinfested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Other  Houses  ...  Nil 


Schools. 

There  are  2 county  primary  schools,  3 provided  primary  schools 
and  9 private  schools. 

All  of  the  primary  schools  have  main  water  supply  and  are  provided 
with  lavatory  basins  and  satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences,  but  the 
sanitary  arrangements  are  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  at  a hall  used 
to  increase  the  classroom  accommodation  at  the  Heswall  County  Primary 
School.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  erection  of  a sanitary  block 
which  will  remedy  the  position. 

Fairly  extensive  repairs  have  been  effected  to  the  fabric  of  the 
Barnston  Provided  Primary  School  but  this  school  still  falls  short 
of  present  day  standards  for  school  premises.  It  is  proposed  to  transfer 
the  school  to  prefabricated  huts  at  Dale  House  Farm,  Barnston. 

Housing. 

Repairs  and  Reconditioning. 

There  was  a further  improvent  in  the  availability  of  materials  and 
labour  for  house  maintenance  but  progressive  increases  in  costs  made 
many  property  owners  reluctant  to  undertake  even  essential  repairs. 
Consequently,  many  tenants  were  under  the  necessity  of  seeking  the 
assistance  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  attention  was  given  to 
114  complaints  of  structural  defects. 
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Demolition. 

The  clearance  of  insanitary  houses  was  resumed.  Seven  dwellings 
incapable  at  a reasonable  cost  of  being  made  fit  for  human  habitation 
were  demolished. 

New  Accommodation. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  now  combines  his  duties  with  those 
of  Housing  Manager.  Although  this  arrangement  has  existed  for  only 
three  months  it  is  evident  that  many  duties  of  both  offices  are  co- 
related. 

The  Council  has  pressed  on  with  the  authorised  building  pro- 
gramme but  there  are  still  some  400  families  on  the  housing  list  whose 
needs  have  yet  to  be  satisfied. 

Many  of  the  applicants  are  desirous  of  building  houses  for  their 
own  occupation  and  fifteen  licences  were  granted  for  this  purpose. 
Insurmountable  difficulties  associated  in  the  main  with  the  acquisition 
of  land  caused  more  than  half  of  the  successful  applicants  to  surrender 
their  licences  and  these  have  now  been  placed  elsewhere. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s  Housing  Programme  could 
be  summarised  as  follows  :- 

Built  Building  Planned  Total 


225 


66 


164 


455 


Seven  houses  were  under  requisition,  one  of  them  having  been 
converted  into  six  self-contained  flats. 


Houses  Constructed  During  the  Year. 


Barnston 

Heswall 


4 

31 

38 

42 


Irby 

Pensby  .... 


115 


108 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  25  registered  cowkeepers  and  of  these,  19  are  “ Ac- 
credited ” producers. 

One  new  shippon  has  been  constructed  and  structural  improve- 
ments have  been  effected  to  one  dairy. 

With  the  inauguration  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  it 
was  possible  to  intensify  milk  sampling  and  present  policy  is  for  every 
source  of  milk  consumed  in  the  Urban  District  to  be  examined  bac- 
teriologically  each  month.  Full  co-operation  between  this  and  neigh- 
bouring District  Councils  has  been  maintained  and  any  unsatisfactory 
report  on  a milk  sample  was  investigated  forthwith. 


Milk  Sampling. 


Designation 

Number 
of  milk 
Samples 

B.  Coli 
Test 

Me 

lene 

T 

thv- 

Blue 

est 

Ph 

pha 

T 

os- 

tase 

est 

Tub 

Ba 

ercle 

cilli 

'V 

CD 

Vi 

Vi 

CO 

0- 

-a 

V 

co 

Oh 

TJ 

QJ 

Vi 

Vi 

CO 

Oh 

’■o 

<D 

CO 

Oh 

a; 

Vi 

Vi 

CO 

Oh 

TJ 

Oh 

c 

<u 

Vi 

<D 

u 

Oh 

c 

V 

Vi 

JO 

< 

Accredited 

45 

29 

16 

42 

3 

— 

— 

1 

44 

Pasteurised 

68 

— 

— 

64 

4 

65 

3 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

13 

10 

3 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Ungraded 

16 

10 

6 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Totals 

142 

49 

25 

133 

9 

65 

3 

1 

73 

Five  dairymen  have  joined  an  association  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a milk  pasteurising  plant.  Work  on  the  project  is  well  advanced 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  processing  of  milk  will  be  commenced 
early  in  the  new  year. 

A small  “ holder  ” type  pasteurising  plant  has  been  installed  at  one 
dairy.  Samples  of  the  processed  milk  have  been  examined  on  at  least 
two  occasions  during  each  month  with  the  following  results 


Number  of  Samples. 
34 


Satisfactory. 

32 


Unsatisfactory. 

2 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  Licences  have  been  granted  under  the  Order  during 


the  year 

“ Accredited 

Dealers  Bottling  Licence  ....  ....  ....  3 

Pasteurised  ” 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dealers  Bottling  Licence  ....  ...  ....  4 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Supplementary  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  3 

“Tuberculin  Tested  ” 

Dealers  Bottling  Licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

" Tuberculin  Tested  ” “ Pasteurised  ” 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ...  ....  1 

Supplementary  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  offered  for  sale  were 
inspected  from  time  to  time  and  of  39  informal  notices  to  effect  sanitary 
improvements,  31  were  complied  with. 

On  35  occasions  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  15  premises  registered  for  the  maunfacture  and  19  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

There  has  been  a continuous  effort  by  manufacturers  and  retailers 
to  improve  the  conditions  of  buildings  and  equipment,  but  there  is  still 
considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  recording  thermo- 
meters. 
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The  systematic  sampling  of  ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion was  commenced  and  the  samples  were  graded  as  follows  :- 


Class  of  Mix 

Pro 

visional  Grade  Nun 
\ 

\ber 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

15 

6 

2 

3 

26 

Cold  Treatment 

3 

2 

1 

— 

6 

18 

8 

3 

3 

32 

Any  ice  cream  being  consistently  placed  in  Grades  3 or  4 was  the 
subject  of  special  investigation  and  in  each  instance  the  ice  cream  was 
eventually  up-graded. 


Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Wirral  Urban  District  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1948. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Apple  Juice 

1 

Butter 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  .... 

1 

— 

Bacon 

1 

— 

Coffee  & Chicory  Extract 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

1 

— 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

— 

Grape  Fruit  Squash 

1 

— 

Iodised  Throat  Tablets 

1 

— 

Jam 

1 

— 

Milk  

31 

6 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

— 

Prunes 

1 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets 

1 

— 

Sugar 

1 

— 

Zinc  Ointment 

1 

Totals 

50 

6 

Particulars  of  Non-Standard  Samples  during  the  Year 
ended  31st  December,  1948. 


No. 

Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

869 

Milk 

5.0%  extraneous  water 

Cautioned 

898 

I » 

1.17%  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 

No  action 

25 

,, 

3.5%  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 

No  action 

27 

f > 

16.6%  deficient  in  fat 

Cautioned 

322 

>» 

4.9%  extraneous  water 

Cautioned 

32  3 

” 

4.7%  extraneous  water 

Cautioned 

Shellfish. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  layings  being  worked  in  the  District. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

As  from  1st  April,  1948,  the  County  Council  delegated  to  the 
District  Council  its  duties  and  powers  in  connection  with  rodent  control. 

A full  time  rat  catcher  is  employed  and  all  non-agricultural  parts 
of  the  District  were  inspected  systematically  during  the  year.  244 
instances  of  minor  infestation  were  discovered  and  dealt  with  satis- 
factorily. Infested  private  dwellings  are  treated  free  of  cost  but  a 
charge  is  made  in  respect  of  business  premises.  The  occupants  of 
five  business  premises  have  entered  into  contracts  with  the  Council  for 
the  services  of  the  rat  catcher. 

Once  again  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  failed  to  disclose  evidence  of 
infestation  and  further  treatment  was  unnecessary. 


Scabies. 

No  cases  were  treated  at  the  Council’s  Cleansing  Centre  during 
the  year. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


337  cases  of  notifiable  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  were 
recorded  during  the  year,  and  these  included  194  cases  of  measles  and 
78  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

One  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  was  reported  : the  patient  made 
a complete  recovery. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  an  immunised  child  but  the 
disease  appeared  in  modified  form  and  the  patient  recovered. 

Eight  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  from  one  of  the 
institutions  in  the  District. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1948. 
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Case  Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1948. 


Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B.’s 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Res.  pop. 
25,000— 
50,000  at 
1931  census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

Wirral 

Notifications : — 

Rates 

per  1 ,000  C 

ivilian  Popula 

tion 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

2.34 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

4.55 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.06 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.18 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

1 1.33 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.58 

Rates 

per  1 ,000  T 

otal  Births  (L 

ive  and  S 

till) 

Notifications : — 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

| 6.89 

8.90 

4.71  | 

0.61 

*7.34 

0.00 

* Including  Puerperal  Fever. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

On  the  5th  July  1948,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 


Number  of  Diphtheria  Im 
the  first  six  months  oi 

munisation  Clinics  held  during 

1948 

6 

Number  of  children  who 
completed  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation 
during  the  first  six 
months  of  1948 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection 

Total 

Under  5 years 

5 — 15  years 

129 

11 

140 

Total  number  of  child- 
ren who  were  given  a 
reinforcing  injection 
during  the  first  six 
months  of  1948 

2 

i 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section 
176  ol  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury 
to  the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1948  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


Note. — Of  the  total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  16.7%  had  not  been 
notified. 


Tuberculosis. 
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